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MANDATE
The Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is an arm’s- 
length agency of the City of Winnipeg. The Mandate  
of the Winnipeg Arts Council, as directed by City  
Council, is to
• advance the arts, and education in respect 
 of the arts
• manage the conditional grant and carry out  
 the City’s arts and cultural funding programs,  
 exercising final arm’s-length authority to approve  
 and issue arts and cultural grants
• advise the City on arts and cultural policy
• advocate on behalf of the arts 

MISSION
The arts are essential to a vibrant community.  
The Winnipeg Arts Council exists to fund, support  
and advocate for the arts on behalf of the people  
of Winnipeg.

VISION: ARTS FOR ALL
A creative city, where the arts are
• available for all to make and enjoy
• valued and nourished by the community
• dynamic and self-assured

CORE ACTIVITIES
• support to Winnipeg-based artists and not-for-profit  
 organizations that have as their core activity creation,  
 production, presentation or training in the visual,  
 performing, literary, film, video and media arts
• redefinition of categories and review of distribution  
 of funds
• development of new programs to serve the sector

ACTIVITIES IN SUPPORT  
OF CORE ACTIVITIES
• advocacy
• effective communications
• strategic partnerships
• integration of arts into all areas of City planning
• development of a public art policy

GUIDING PRINCIPLES
• promotion of excellence
• rewarding of creativity
• reflection of cultural diversity
• acknowledgement of the role of the arts in the  
 lives of children and youth
• consultation with the arts community and the  
 community at large
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ASSESSMENT
All applications to all Winnipeg Arts Council Grant Programs 
are assessed against program criteria and guidelines by a 
panel of qualified persons. Panel members are selected to 
reflect the range of artistic expression represented by the 
applicants.

ASSESSORS 
Nancy Anderson
Stephanie Ballard
Rebecca Belmore
John Bluethner
Jane Bridle
Sarah Crawley
Howard Curle
Shawna Dempsey
Brian Drobot
Aganetha Dyck
William Eakin
Robert Epp
Danishka Esterhazy
Josée Garant
Larry Glawson
Heidi Harms
Michelle Harrison 
Christian Hidalgo-Mazzei
Garry Hilderman
Tracy Hucul
Donna Jones
Guy Joubert
Anthony Kiendl
Wanda Koop
Claudette Lagimodière

ASSESSORS 
Michael Lawrenchuk
Doug Lewis
Steve Loft
Elaine Margolis
Hope McIntyre
Rita Menzies
Mark Morton
John Patkau
Michelle Peters
Hope Peterson
Gaile Petursson Hiley
Alex Poruchnyk
Errol Ranville
Mary Reid
Paul Robles
Ian Ross
Patti Sullivan
Alan Tate
Jey Thibedeau Silver
David Raphael Scott
Theo Sims
Earl Stafford
Diane Whitehouse
George Wurtak

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
The Winnipeg Arts Council Board of  
Directors consists of 11 individuals.  
Four are elected by artists and represen-
tatives of arts and cultural organizations, 
and four are appointed by City Council 
from a list of nominees from the commu-
nity at large. One City Councillor serves 
in a voting capacity and one City staff 
member serves in a non-voting capacity. 
The chair is elected from within the  
Council and replaced on the Council 
by another individual from the same 
category. Once elected or appointed, the 
members of the Council represent the 
community and not the constituency  
that elected or nominated them.  
Members may serve a maximum  
of three two-year terms.

CHAIR
Spencer Duncanson

ARTS COMMUNITY DIRECTORS
Graham Asmundson  (UNTIL MARCH 2005)

Tom Carson
Shawna Dempsey  (FROM APRIL 2005)

Guy Joubert  (FROM NOVEMBER 2005)

Moti Shojania 
John Standing  (UNTIL JUNE 2005) 

COUNCIL DIRECTORS
Heather Cram  PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE CHAIR

Nestor Dudych
Lisa Meeches  (UNTIL JUNE 2005)

Errol Ranville  (FROM NOVEMBER 2005) 

Faye Thomson

CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVE
Councillor Harvey Smith  VOTING (FROM DECEMBER 2005)

Councillor Justin Swandel  VOTING (FROM MAY UNTIL NOVEMBER 2005) 
Sandy Altner  NON-VOTING (FROM MAY UNTIL NOVEMBER 2005)

ADMINISTRATION
Andrew Wilhelm-Boyles  EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (UNTIL SEPTEMBER 2005)

tamara rae biebrich  PROGRAM ADMINISTRATOR

Tanya Christensen  FINANCIAL ADMINISTRATOR

Tricia Wasney  MANAGER, PUBLIC ART

CONSULTANTS & SPECIAL STAFF
Sarah Crawley  OFFICE ASSISTANT

Sandy Hopkins  CONSULTANT

Monica Lowe  OFFICE ASSISTANT

Karen McElrea  COPY EDITOR, ANNUAL REPORT

Maurice Mearon  AUDITOR

Robert Palmer  CONSULTANT

Rose Passante  CONSULTANT

Jonathan Van Winkle  DATABASE DEVELOPER

Lucille Wagner  CONSULTANT



The Winnipeg Arts Council can reflect with 

pride on the significant achievements of 

2005. Most notably, 2005 saw the comple-

tion of the first projects under the new Public 

Art Program, which took centre stage at the 

opening of the Millennium Library. Unfortu-

nately, with what seems to be the natural cycle 

of things, 2005 saw the aforementioned exciting 

arrivals accompanied by the departure of our 

Executive Director. While we were saddened 

by the announcement that our colleague and 

friend Andrew Wilhelm-Boyles would be end-

ing his tenure at WAC, we were proud of his 

distinguished new appointment as the National 

Director of the Creative City Network, and 

equally proud that this national organization 

looked to Winnipeg for its executive leadership. 

 

Still a relatively young organization, WAC con-

tinued to define its role and responsibilities as 

a supporter and funder of the arts in Winnipeg. 

This included its fiduciary responsibilities to 

Winnipeg’s Public Art Program, to the citizens of 

Winnipeg and its artists, and to its arm’s-length 

relationship to City Hall. Along the way we have 

been encouraged by the relationships that con-

tinue to evolve with each of our stakeholders.

 

Over the past year, WAC has worked with City 

Council toward establishing more effective 

communication policies. These policies will 

foster in each party the growth of a mutual 

understanding of the aspirations and needs of 

the other. Council’s financial commitment to 

the cultural landscape of Winnipeg not only has 

made it possible to provide support for many 

of our established artists, but it has fostered a 

resurgence of creative expression at a variety 

of levels.

We thank the arts community for having been 

extremely understanding and supportive during 

this period of transition. Letters and personal 

words of encouragement have proven to be an 

inspiration at a time when the staff and the 

Board have been working overtime to maintain 

services to the community. We look forward to 

resuming our community forums and exchange 

of ideas. 

 

It has been exceptionally gratifying to see grow-

ing numbers of citizens frequenting the various 

arts events in our city, which seemed to be abuzz 

as thousands of Winnipeggers attended the 

various theatre events, festivals, concerts, dance 

performances and gallery openings. I’ve heard it 

remarked that the Exchange District has never 

been so alive. 

And so, after a busy and challenging year, we 

enter 2006 with a sense of optimism and a re-

newed appreciation for the support of all of our 

stakeholders.

YEAR IN REVIEW



7I would be remiss if I did not take this oppor-

tunity to laud our magnificent staff, which has 

performed far beyond the call of duty. Thank 

you to Tricia Wasney, tamara rae biebrich and 

Tanya Christensen. It is due to their efforts that 

we were able to maintain services to all of our 

members while we continue to search for WAC’s 

next Executive Director. We feel very fortunate 

to have such a fine team. 

BOARD ACTIVITY
In 2005, the Board undertook an ongoing evalu-

ation of existing funding programs, to ensure 

that they continue to reflect WAC’s guiding 

principles with respect to artistic excellence, 

creativity, cultural diversity, the involvement of 

youth and the engagement of the community. 

This was a timely discussion, in light of the re-

structuring of our existing programs in recent 

years, along with the addition of new programs 

like the New Creations Fund.

 

The response from our client community to 

new programming and increased funding has 

been positive, resulting in significantly increased 

activity within existing programs, especially 

with respect to the Individual Artist Program. 

However, it is expected that it will take some 

time for program changes to be fully reflected 

in the planning and proposals of all of our client 

organizations. In recognition of this, program 

funds not awarded by the end of 2005 will be 

reapplied to programs in 2006.

 

One implication of the restructuring of the 

former Winnipeg Arts Advisory Council into 

WAC was that the position of Executive Di-

rector changed from being an independent 

contractor of the City to being a contract em-

ployee of WAC. The Board spent considerable 

energies (beginning in 2004 and concluding 

in 2005) developing an employment contract 

for that position. Additionally, the Board dis-

cussed and approved a new and comprehensive 

human resources policy for office staff. With 

the unexpected departure of our Executive 

Director, the Board has focused considerable 

time, energy and consultation on the search for 

the next Executive Director of WAC.

  

CITY OF WINNIPEG
The Councillors and staff at City Hall have 

continued to be supportive and helpful to the 

Winnipeg Arts Council. Council honoured the 

commitment to increase funding by $500,000 

in this, the third year of the City’s four-year 

plan, to double funding to WAC. We wish to 

thank Mayor Sam Katz and his staff, Brian Gray 

and Lea Heaton, for their continued support. 

A note of gratitude is extended to Councillor 

Justin Swandel, who served as City Council’s 

representative on the WAC Board between May 

and November and to Councillor Harvey Smith, 

who rejoined the Board in December. City staff 

continued to be helpful and supportive. They 

included Sandy Altner and Alex Robinson of the 

Executive Policy Committee Secretariat; Kenny 

Boyce, Manager of Film and Cultural Affairs; 

Richard Kachur, City Clerk; Marc Lemoine, 

Deputy City Clerk; Wayne Gulenchyn, Clerk of 

the Standing Policy Committee on Protection 

and Community Services; and Annitta Stenning, 

Chief Administrative Officer.

  

COMMUNITY OUTREACH
WAC staff continued to engage the community 

through one-on-one contact with artists and 

administrators, regular written communica-

tion with clients and prospective clients, and 

attendance by staff and Board at most of the 

numerous and varied arts events produced by 

the community.

 

In a presentation to Mayor Katz and a number 

of City Councillors, Terry Cristall, Past Chair 

of the Winnipeg Chamber of Commerce, un-

derscored the achievements as well as current 

activities that are the central focus for WAC. 

It was pointed out that these activities are de-

signed to ensure a strong cultural ecology. The 



8 presentation drew attention to the benefits of 

investing in the arts, emphasizing that the arts 

community would in turn have a positive im-

pact on the quality of life in Winnipeg. After the 

presentation, the Executive Director and Board 

members responded to questions and concerns 

of City officials. The presentation took place 

February 14, and included presentations by the 

Martha Street Studio, Christine Fellows and 

Ian Ross.

 

Internationally-known creative city consul-

tant Robert Palmer was invited to meet with a 

number of representatives of the community 

and City Hall in September. Mr. Palmer, who 

has been credited as the mastermind behind the 

cultural and economic revitalization of the City 

of Glasgow, shared his knowledge concerning 

theories of municipal revitalization, and in-

spired all in attendance with examples from his 

own experiences. He followed up these sessions 

with a private meeting with the Mayor, where 

they discussed how some of these principles 

might benefit the City of Winnipeg.

 

The Palmer Project provided an opportunity 

for many members of the arts community, the 

business sector and our funding partners to 

share their visions of the cultural landscape of 

Winnipeg. WAC was pleased to be able to host 

these initial sessions. The opportunity to ex-

pand on these discussions has been limited by 

the vacancy in the Executive Director’s position 

and the consequent increased demands on staff. 

However, the Board continues to see this project 

as an important catalyst to foster communi-

cation among all of WAC’s stakeholders and 

partners towards the formulation of a shared 

cultural vision for our city. We hope to resume 

discussions in the near future.

 

Additionally, staff were invited to attend and/or 

present talks at a number of conferences, in-

cluding the Creative Manitoba Conference in 

Winnipeg; Americans for the Arts Convention 

in Austin, Texas; the Creative Places and Spaces 

Conference in Toronto; the Creative City Net-

work Annual Conference in Trois-Rivières, Que-

bec; and at a panel discussion on public art at the 

Art Gallery of Windsor. Staff also participated in 

a number of meetings with colleagues engaged 

in art and culture programming and funding 

across Canada and abroad, including Saskatch-

ewan Arts Board Operating Grant jury; Arts 

and Cultural Industries Manitoba; a national 

funders’ meeting hosted by the Canada Council 

regarding dance in Canada; board meetings of 

the Creative City Network; the Arts Council 

of Northern Ireland regarding the Winnipeg– 

Belfast artist exchange; and regular meetings 

with the Manitoba Arts Council, the Arts Branch 

of the Province of Manitoba, and the Depart-

ment of Canadian Heritage.

  
DEPARTURE OF EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
In September, after almost four years as Execu-

tive Director, Andrew Wilhelm-Boyles resigned 

to accept the position of National Director with 

the Creative City Network of Canada, an orga-

nization that links, represents, provides assis-

tance to, and conducts research on behalf of the 

cultural departments of Canada’s municipali-

ties. Mr. Wilhelm-Boyles achieved a great deal 

during his tenure, and raised the profile of the 

Winnipeg Arts Council both within and outside  

of the Winnipeg arts community. In addition 

to expertly guiding WAC through its challeng-

ing but exciting transition to an arm’s-length 

agency, Mr. Wilhelm-Boyles initiated a number 

of new grant programs that became possible 

with increased funding by the City. Commu-

nity consultation was a major part of these 

initiatives, and Mr. Wilhelm-Boyles excelled at 

keeping the community informed, at engaging 

stakeholders in dialogue, and most importantly, 

at taking action based on community needs. 

As a result, the Winnipeg arts community and 

the WAC Board and staff were very sad to see 

Mr. Wilhelm-Boyles leave his post, but we wish 

him all the very best in his new position. Since 



9WAC is a member of the Creative City Network, 

we know that we will continue to cross paths in 

the future.

 

PUBLIC ART
Developed by WAC on behalf of the City, the 

Public Art Policy was passed by Council in the 

latter months of 2004. A number of workshops 

and activities have been undertaken in this pro-

gram, and we were thrilled that the first works 

to be completed under this new program were 

installed at the Millennium Library in time for 

its re-opening in November 2005. A full report 

of the activities of the Public Art Program ap-

pears in this annual report.

 

VOLUNTEER COMMITMENT
The elected and appointed members of the WAC 

Board are to be commended for their commit-

ment to the arts community in Winnipeg. They 

bring experience, knowledge, wisdom and care 

to their work on the WAC Board. Similarly, the 

Public Art Committee (PAC) has provided in-

valuable assistance in the implementation of the 

new Public Art policy and program by providing 

their advice, knowledge and expertise. In addi-

tion to participating in regular and special meet-

ings, members of WAC and PAC are active in the 

community, both attending and–in some cases 

producing–artwork and events. The Winnipeg 

Arts Council is grateful to all members for their 

exemplary volunteer service to the arts, artists 

and the community of Winnipeg.

Spencer C. Duncanson   CHAIR



WAC was delighted when in 2005 the first 

artworks created under the new Public 

Art Program and Policy were installed 

and opened to the public, making visible the re-

sults of the policy development process of the last 

several years. With the policy formally approved 

in just the latter months of 2004, we moved 

quickly to initiate a process to commission works 

for two prominent public spaces in Winnipeg. 

PROJECTS
The selection process for projects at the Millen-

nium Library and at Vimy Ridge Memorial Park 

began in late 2004 and was completed in early 

2005. Winnipeg artist Cliff Eyland and Leth-

bridge artist Nicholas Wade were selected from 

over 70 proposals to create works for the new 

Millennium Library, while a project by Winni-

peggers Eduardo Aquino and Karen Shanski was 

selected in another national call for Vimy Ridge 

Memorial Park.

The artworks for the Millennium Library, in-

stalled over the summer and fall of 2005, were 

complete when the Library reopened its doors 

in November in a grand public ceremony. Cliff 

Eyland installed over 1,000 3-by-5-inch paint-

ings on the new two-storey feature wall in the 

Library’s front lobby. The paintings are ar-

ranged in varying density on the wall and, as 

with bird-watching, can be further inspected 

with binoculars installed on the upper level  

of the Library. Mr. Eyland’s work also includes 

a CD-ROM/website that fully documents the 

individual paintings. 

Nicholas Wade’s sculpture, entitled The Illu-

mination, occupies a prominent spot on the 

first landing in the new Richardson Reading 

Terrace. The work, which speculates on our 

culture’s preoccupation with language and 

on the origins of form in typography and the 

influences on form in architecture, comprises 

the letters T H E interlocked in an architectural 

“embrace”. 

Table of Contents by Eduardo Aquino and  

Karen Shanski is a sculpture that will also serve 

as a community table. Constructed of alumi-

num, Table of Contents will be inscribed with text 

gathered from the community through a con-

sultation process carried out in the summer of 

PUBLIC ART

I could not have completed my commission at the Millennium Library  
without the guidance of the staff of the Winnipeg Arts council–they were 
terrific…this work is the most important of my career 
and the culmination of 25 years of my life as an artist: I’ll be forever 
grateful to the Winnipeg Arts Council for their assistance.
CLIFF EYLAND, ON HIS PAINTING INSTALLATION AT WINNIPEG’S MILLENNIUM LIBRARY

Cette subvention nous a permis de mettre en place une exposition 
qui a suscité beaucoup d’intérêt, nous tenons à remercier 
toutes les instances qui ont permis à ce projet de se réaliser.
LIZA MAHEU, DIRECTRICE GÉNÉRALE, LA MAISON DES 
ARTISTES VISUELS FRANCOPHONES INC. 



112005. The 40-foot-long artwork will be installed 

in Vimy Ridge Memorial Park at Portage Avenue 

and Canora Street in the summer of 2006, when 

the City completes planned site improvements 

at the park.

WITH ART is a community art program that 

seeks to match artists with community groups 

to address issues, concerns, and ideas in a col-

laborative art process. Calls for expressions of 

interest issued in late 2005 garnered an enthusi-

astic response to this pilot program, and we look 

forward to the selection and matching process, 

to take place in early 2006.

ADMINISTRATIVE
Public Art Manager Tricia Wasney continued to 

work with the City’s CAO Secretariat office on 

procedures to implement the Public Art Pro-

gram and Policy, including the creation of artist 

contracts and insurance details. Communication 

with several City departments about upcoming 

and future public art projects, most notably the 

Planning, Property and Development Depart-

ment, is ongoing and has resulted in the for-

mation of the 2005 plan submitted to the City 

for approval at the beginning of the year. We 

appreciate the assistance of many City staff as 

the new Public Art Program evolves. Thank you 

especially to: Linda Black and Gary Holmes of 

the CAO Secretariat; Rick Walker, Manager of Li-

brary Services, and his staff Vera Andrysiak, Jane 

Bridle, Arthur Cohen and Bruno LeGal, for their 

assistance with the art installations at the Millen-

nium Library; Planning, Property and Develop-

ment staff, including Director Harry Finnigan, 

John Kiernan, Donna Beaton, Lee Caldwell and 

Christina Harris; Diane Papst and Marika Nerbas 

of the Legal Services Department; Elaine Martin 

of Risk Management; and Patti Sullivan, COO 

of Assiniboine Park Enterprise.

OUTREACH
In addition to developing artworks in public 

places, the Public Art Program holds forums on 

public art and seeks out collaborations with other 

groups on the coordination of public art events. 

Events organized in 2005 included a reception 

at Plug In ICA for the artists shortlisted for the 

Library project, who were in town in February on 

a site visit. A week-long display of the maquettes 

completed by the five finalists for the Library 

project was held at aceartinc. from April 18 to 22. 

Public Art Manager Tricia Wasney gave a presen-

tation on the Vimy Ridge Memorial Park project 

to City staff at a Leadership Breakfast at Pantages 

Theatre in April. Vancouver artist and public art 

coordinator Barbara Cole presented a talk in Sep-

tember on PARK, an exciting new public art proj-

ect currently underway in Vancouver. Through 

an illustrated description of PARK’s develop-

ment, she shared experiences of how this and 

other public art projects offer a fascinating foray 

into the politics of urban space. Artists Nicholas 

Wade and Cliff Eyland each gave a public talk on 

their artwork at the Library on November 8 and 

16, respectively. 

In October, Public Art Committee chair Heather 

Cram and Public Art Manager Tricia Wasney were 

invited to present an illustrated talk on public art 

and communications at the annual Creative City 

Network conference in Trois-Rivières, Quebec. In 

November, Tricia Wasney was invited to partici-

pate on a five-person panel on public art at the 

Art Gallery of Windsor in Windsor, Ontario, and 

in October, she was elected to the national board 

of the Creative City Network of Canada.

I was very excited when I read the criteria for this program, and would like to commend WAC for initiating it…I have spent a lot of time and energy helping 
to create new opportunities to make Winnipeg and Manitoba a better place for theatre and film artists to live and work…the major stumbling block to 
working with community groups has been the economics involved…I would often end up helping out for little or no monetary benefits…eventually, I had to 
curtail my community activities in order to survive…I think this program will go a long way to help willing artists take their art “into the 
streets” and pass on their talents and foster artistic expression in others. BRAVO!
B. PAT BURNS, THEATRE AND FILM ARTIST, ON THE NEW COMMUNITY ART PROGRAM WITH ART



12 IMPACT ON THE COMMUNITY
Three of four artists selected for public art 

projects in 2005 work and live in Winnipeg. In 

addition, Winnipeg artists are involved at many 

other levels of project development: both Cliff 

Eyland and Nicholas Wade employed a number 

of Winnipeg artists to assist in the installation 

of their artworks at the Millennium Library. 

Several artists are members of the Public Art 

Committee and Winnipeg artists are a major 

part of the composition of juries. The public art 

works created in 2005 also involved a number of 

Winnipeg businesses and suppliers such as engi-

neering architectural firms, paint and scaffold-

ing companies and metal fabrication facilities, 

to name just a few.

APPRECIATION
The development, creation, and installation of 

public art projects is unlike any other art practice. 

The process touches and involves a great many 

people besides artists, including architects, engi-

neers, art consultants, urban planners, lighting 

designers, maintenance personnel, as well as the 

public. We are deeply grateful to all those who 

made the inaugural installations at the Millen-

nium Library possible. In addition to the staff 

listed above, architects John Patkau of Patkau 

Architects Inc., David Kressock of LM Archi-

tectural Group, and site foreman Roger Stearns 

of ManShield were unfailingly helpful and sup-

portive. Thanks also go to Carey Archibald of The 

Winnipeg Art Gallery, who lent his considerable 

expertise in lighting design to the feature wall 

installation.

Thanks are also warmly extended to the staff of 

the art centres that hosted receptions and exhi-

bitions in support of the Library installation: 

Carol Phillips, Richard Dyck, and Karin Streu of 

Plug In ICA; and Theo Sims, Liz Garlicki, and 

Garth Hardy of aceartinc.

The Public Art Committee, once again, de-

serves our most heartfelt thanks for the many 

volunteer hours they continue to commit to 

the new policy and program. Their expertise is 

invaluable and the Public Art Program is richer 

because of it.

The year 2005 was an exceptional one for the 

Public Art Program and we look ahead with 

great enthusiasm to continuing the legacy that 

has now begun.

Heather Cram   CHAIR, PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE

Tricia Wasney   MANAGER, PUBLIC ART

PUBLIC ART COMMITTEE
Heather Cram, Chair

Dr. Oliver Botar

Patricia Bovey

Sigrid Dahle (until October 2005)

Christina Harris

Steven Loft

Neil Minuk

Carol Phillips

Reva Stone

I would like to express my gratitude and that of our 
Board of Directors for the continuing and positive support 
the Winnipeg Arts Council has shown to Urban Shaman.
STEVE LOFT, DIRECTOR, URBAN SHAMAN GALLERY, OPERATING 
GRANT RECIPIENT

Working with the public art program of the WAC made the normally painful  
prospect of working at a significant distance from the site absolutely 
fluid…a wonderfully co-operative, professional, and enthusiastic office. 
One of my best and most rewarding professional experiences.
NICHOLAS WADE, LETHBRIDGE, ALBERTA, ON HIS EXPERIENCE DEVELOPING THE SCULPTURE
THE ILLUMINATION FOR WINNIPEG’S MILLENNIUM LIBRARY
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GRANT PROGRAMS



aceartinc. $30,000

Alliance chorale  $3,000 
Manitoba

Association of  $6,000 
Manitoba Book  
Publishers

Cercle Molière $51,000

Dalnavert Museum  $8,500 
(Manitoba Historical  
Society)

Ensemble folklorique  $7,500 
de la Rivière-Rouge

Festival du Voyageur $95,000

Folk Arts Council  $100,000 
of Winnipeg

Gilbert & Sullivan  $2,000 
Society of Winnipeg

GroundSwell $7,000

Jazz Winnipeg $23,000

Little Opera  $5,000 
Company

Manitoba Association $10,000  
of Playwrights

Manitoba Chamber  $29,000 
Orchestra

Manitoba $32,000 
Children’s Museum

Manitoba Choral  $12,000 
Association

Manitoba  $28,000 
Conservatory of  
Music & Arts

Manitoba Crafts  $9,000 
Council 

The Manitoba  $29,000 
Museum

The Operating Grant Program is intended to provide ongoing par-

tial support to established arts organizations that have a continuing 

presence in Winnipeg and a track record of high-quality program-

ming or services. It is designed to support a range of activities and 

art forms, reflecting different cultural traditions and art practice. 

Organizations receiving support are expected to contribute to the 

development of their art form, to participate in the development of 

local artists, to maintain a reasonable level of public support and to 

maintain strict management and financial controls. 

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 57
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $3,122,675
TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 57
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $2,523,500

OPERATING GRANT  
PROGRAM

The Aboriginal JunoFest was a four-day vibrant display of Aboriginal music 
and dance with strong community support, input and high quality 
management. The success of this event would not have been possible with-
out the support of WAC’s Downtown Festivals grant.
ERROL RANVILLE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MANITOBA ABORIGINAL MUSIC HOST COMMITTEE,
DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS GRANT RECIPIENT

In 2005, I travelled to Utah with the aim of acquiring the detailed 
sense of place necessary to the successful completion of my novel, 
Effigy. I am thankful to the Winnipeg Arts Council for allowing 
me the opportunity to travel through the landscape I have inhab-
ited in my imagination for the past three years.
ALISSA YORK, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT
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Manitoba Opera  $60,000 
Association

Manitoba  $22,000 
Printmakers’  
Association

Manitoba Theatre  $240,000 
Centre/Winnipeg  
Fringe Theatre  
Festival

Manitoba Theatre  $85,300 
for Young People

Manitoba  $10,000 
Writers’ Guild

Mentoring Artists  $20,000 
for Women’s Art

Musik Barock $2,500 
Ensemble

National Screen  $20,000 
Institute – Canada

OSEREDOK $8,000 
Ukrainian Cultural  
and Educational  
Centre

PLATFORM: Centre  $17,000 
for Photographic 
& Digital Arts

Plug In: Institute of  $60,000 
Contemporary Art

Prairie Fire Press $18,000

Prairie Theatre  $107,500 
Exchange

Rainbow Stage $40,000

Royal Winnipeg  $288,000 
Ballet

Ruth Cansfield Dance  $26,300

School of  $13,000 
Contemporary  
Dancers

Shakespeare  $12,500 
in the Ruins

Storyline FX $12,000

Theatre Projects  $35,000 
Manitoba

TRIP Dance  $24,000 
Company

Urban Shaman  $31,000 
Gallery

Video Pool $23,500

West End  $27,000 
Cultural Centre

Western Canada  $41,500 
Aviation Museum

Winnipeg Art Gallery $380,000

Winnipeg Centennial $75,000 
Folk Festival

Winnipeg Film Group $31,000

Winnipeg  $33,000 
International  
Children’s Festival

Winnipeg  $20,000 
International  
Writers Festival

Winnipeg Jazz  $11,000 
Orchestra

Winnipeg Jewish  $15,000 
Theatre

Winnipeg Music  $10,000 
Festival

Winnipeg  $4,000 
Philharmonic Choir

Winnipeg Singers $7,500

Winnipeg Symphony  $177,900 
Orchestra

Winnipeg Youth  $2,000 
Orchestras

Winnipeg’s  $26,000 
Contemporary  
Dancers

15

15

Receiving this grant was incredibly timely. It helped me cover the final costs of translation and editing needed to complete and release my film The Real 
Thing: Coca Democracy and Rebellion in Bolivia. My film first screened here in Winnipeg at Cinematheque, and its world premiere was in Porte Alegre, Brazil, at 
the World Social Forum. Since its release the film has played at festivals and theaters in all major Canadian cities, across the United States, and in Brazil, Cuba, 
Argentina, Italy, Spain, New Zealand and the Czech Republic. The film has been translated into Spanish, Portuguese and now Turkish. It is a testament to 
the vibrancy of the arts community in Manitoba that I can receive the support necessary to complete my films as I envisioned them. 
JIM SANDERS, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT



ACEARTINC. $25,000 
To commission a new audio/projection 
performance piece and limited edition 
read-along artist book, complete with 
audio CD, by Winnipeg performance 
artist Daniel Barrow, who is attracting 
national and international attention. 
This work will be included in the up-
coming solo exhibition Don’t Let This 
Happen, to be presented at aceartinc., 
outdoors in Winnipeg’s Exchange Dis-
trict, and in the Proscenium Theatre at 
the Manitoba Museum.

ADHERE AND DENY $50,000 
To workshop and present an adapta-
tion of John Milton’s Paradise Lost as 
a theatrical spectacle for actors, ob-
jects/puppets, media and light. Grant 
Guy, Artistic Director of Adhere and 
Deny and nationally renowned Winni-
peg performance and media artist, was 
the recipient of the third Manitoba Arts 
Council Award of Distinction.

CERCLE MOLIÈRE $43,320 
To develop and produce Surprise!, a 
new French-language play by up-and-
coming Franco-Manitoban playwright 
Marc Prescott. This Winnipeg play-
wright’s somewhat dark humour is the 
perfect reflection of our cynical society: 
he has something to say and he wants 
to speak of his reality as a Manitoban 
and a Winnipegger.

NEW CREATIONS 
FUND

The New Creations Fund is intended to encour-

age and support the creativity of the commu-

nity by making available funding in appropriate 

amounts to enable the creation of significant 

new works of art in any discipline or combina-

tion of disciplines, the scope of which may not 

otherwise be possible. This program is designed 

to enable applicants to be adventurous and take 

risks in the development of new works.

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 12
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $596,172
TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 8
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $328,820

On behalf of Send + Receive, I would like to extend a sincere thank-you to the Winnipeg Arts 
Council. The Council’s support is of great value and importance not only to the activity of 
Send + Receive, but also to the culture of our city, downtown and beyond. We greatly  
appreciate the Winnipeg Arts Council’s existence and could not do it without your support. 
DEANNA RADFORD, ADMINISTRATIVE COORDINATOR, SEND + RECEIVE: A FESTIVAL OF SOUND, 
DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS GRANT RECIPIENT

Thank you again for supporting Camerata Nova. 
We could not undertake such creative, ambitious 
performances without agencies such as yours!
SANDI MIELITZ, CHAIR, CAMERATA NOVA, 
PROJECT GRANT RECIPIENT
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MANITOBA THEATRE FOR  $55,000 
YOUNG PEOPLE 
To develop and produce Sold Laughter, 
an original full-scale contemporary 
musical for youth aged 10 to 15 by 
Winnipeg composer Olaf Pyttlik. This 
adaptation of a fable about a boy who 
sells his laughter for riches and loses 
his happiness will be filtered through 
a contemporary lens, juxtaposing its 
meaning against the mainstream 
media and the constant reinforcement 
that material wealth is the way to a 
fulfilled life. 

MANITOBA WRITERS’ GUILD $15,000 
To commission original works for an 
anthology of new writing by Manitoba 
authors, celebrating the organization’s 
25th anniversary; guest-edited by 
founding members Andris Taskans and 
Katherine Bitney.
 

TRIP DANCE COMPANY $50,000 
To develop and produce Herding In-
stinct, an original, evening-length 
modern dance work for eight dancers 
choreographed by TRIP co-founder and 
Artistic Director Karen Kuzak.
 

VIDEO POOL $54,500
To commission eight new media art-
works to mark the occasion of Video 
Pool’s 25th anniversary and to rec-
ognize the organization’s key role in 
nurturing media artists in Winnipeg. 
Curators Sigrid Dahl and Grant Guy will 
commission the artworks from eight 
Winnipeg artists who have made an 
impact on media arts on the Prairies 
and beyond.
 

WINNIPEG ART GALLERY $36,000 
To commission six two-minute vid-
eos by Winnipeg media artists, to be 
screened at various local theatres and 
projected outdoors on the wall of the 
WAG. Curated by Shawna Dempsey 
and Lorri Millan, the project seeks to 
showcase cutting-edge local media 
productions and to experience the con-
nections between fine art and contem-
porary culture.

I would like to thank the Winnipeg Arts Council for gener-
ously supporting the arts in Winnipeg, and especially in  
helping new artists. Your financial assistance helps 
people like myself in validating our work and makes us feel 
like true artists in this vibrant community. 
PERRY GROSSHANS, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT

The support of the Winnipeg Arts Council makes our vigorous program in 
contemporary visual art possible. The provision of increased stability to 
our operating fund permits Plug In ICA to build toward this ambitious plan of  
gallery upgrade and expansion while maintaining the best possible  
contemporary program for Winnipeg audiences and Winnipeg artists. 
CAROL A. PHILLIPS, DIRECTOR, PLUG IN ICA, OPERATING GRANT RECIPIENT



ADHERE AND DENY $5,000
To support HAIKU, a theatre piece con-
structed for actors, objects/puppets, 
music and video, based on a journal 
excerpt of the poet Issa.

ASSINIBOINE PARK BANDSHELL $7,000
To support comfort edge, a series of 
musical concerts targeting a younger 
audience.

CAMERATA NOVA $2,000
To support a concert at the Eglise  
Precieux-Sang, including two Mani-
toba world premieres.

CARFAC $5,000
To support CARNET, a bilingual, critical 
writing publication devoted to imagery, 
exhibition review and discussion of 
visual art.

CENTRE CULTUREL  $5,000
FRANCO-MANITOBAIN
To support a series of Canadian Jazz 
concerts.

DRY COLD PRODUCTIONS $5,000
To support Assassins, a musical theatre 
production.

PROJECT GRANT 
PROGRAM

 The Project Grant Program is intended to as-

sist new and developing arts organizations, 

established organizations that work on a project 

basis, and organizations undertaking a special, 

one-time initiative. It is designed to support 

activities reflecting the entire range of cultural 

traditions and art practice. A Project Grant must 

be applied to a specific project of the applicant 

that is planned to take place within the calendar 

year following the application deadline. This 

program is not open to existing Operating 

Grant clients.

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 31
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $297,222.37

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 14
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $82,000

The Individual Artist Grant that I received assisted with the costs of researching, creating and mounting my solo exhibition in New York City at Triple Candie, 
a 5,000-square-foot art gallery in Harlem. My exhibition went well and it was successful in further developing my artistic career. To have a solo exhibi-
tion in New York City is a highlight to any artist’s career. The result of the exhibition was a new body of sculptural works that can also be exhibited 
elsewhere. The project and exhibition will work to establish my reputation to an international audience as a Winnipeg and Canadian visual artist. 
Without the funding provided, the exhibition would have been much more difficult to accomplish.
JENNIFER STILLWELL, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT
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GRAFFITI ART PROGRAMMING INC. $7,000
To support an exhibition series, where 
all visiting artists gave talks and  
instruction to the participants through 
the Gallery’s drop-in programming. 

MAISON DES ARTISTES VISUELS  $5,000
FRANCOPHONES
To support a retrospective exhibition 
of Marcien LeMay, accompanied by an 
exhibition of works produced by local 
artists in tribute to Marcien LeMay, and 
a publication.

MAYWORKS FESTIVAL $10,000
To support the co-production of the 
large-cast original musical Strike! by 
Danny Schur and Rick Chafe.

NAFRO DANCE PRODUCTIONS $10,000
To support Patana, a dance produc-
tion of African Modern Dance in which 
guest-artists from Canada and other 
countries worked with local dancers 
and choreographers.

RESTORATIVE THEATRE PROJECTS $7,000
To support the production of discon-
nections, a play toured to local jails, 
community centres, youth detention 
centres and schools, followed by 
panel discussions with victims of 
violence, with resources available for 
the audience.

WINNIPEG CLASSICAL  $5,000
GUITAR SOCIETY
To support a series of classical guitar 
concerts featuring international artists.

VIRTUOSI CONCERTS $6,000
To support BeethovenFest, 17 quartets 
performed by the Lafayettes String 
Quartet in six concerts, preceded  
by a free lecture/demonstration, over 
11 days.

WINNIPEG GAY AND LESBIAN  $3,000
FILM SOCIETY
To support Reel Pride, a five-day festi-
val of film, video and other new media 
produced by artists who identify mem-
bership in the GLBT community.

I am writing to thank the Winnipeg Arts Council for awarding $80,000 to sup-
port the development and production of Rick Chafe’s play Shakespeare’s Dog, 
adapted from the novel by Leon Rooke. Your generous support will help 
our artists and audiences explore the creative process, the world 
of the theatre, and the human condition with heart, humour and intelligence. 
STEVEN SCHIPPER, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE, 
NEW CREATIONS FUND RECIPIENT

Thanks to your generous support, Restorative Theatre Productions 
was able to give a voice to victims of violent crimes and to 
open a dialogue with 15 communities within Winnipeg. 
DANIEL BERNARD, ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, RESTORATIVE
THEATRE PRODUCTIONS, PROJECT GRANT RECIPIENT



AGASSIZ MUSIC $4,000
Agassiz Summer Chamber Music 
Festival

ASIAN HERITAGE SOCIETY  $7,000
OF MANITOBA
Asian Heritage Festival

CINÉMENTAL $1,500
Cinémental – Manitoba’s Festival 
of French Language Films

ENTREPRISES RIEL $7,500
Theatre in the Cemetery

MANITOBA ABORIGINAL MUSIC  $16,000
HOST COMMITTEE 
JUNOFest Aboriginal Music Showcase 
and Honouring Ceremony

MANITOBA AUDIO RECORDING  $16,000
INDUSTRY ASSOCIATION
JUNOFest 2005

MANITOBA CHILDREN’S MUSEUM $10,000
Kids Festival of the Arts

The Downtown Festivals Grant Program is 

intended to encourage the creation of new fes-

tivals by arts and cultural organizations, and to 

support the development and enhancement of 

new and creative aspects of existing festivals. In 

addition to excellence in art, applications to this 

program are expected to demonstrate signifi-

cant potential for public participation, tourism 

generation and downtown revitalization.

DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS 
GRANT PROGRAM

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 21
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $321,831.50

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 16
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $186,000

It was a privilege to apprentice with Ruth Cansfield 
Dance and I am grateful for this opportunity that 
the Professional Development Grant helped realize. 
Thank you very much for your support; it was 
very helpful and greatly appreciated.
ANDRÉE LAVERGNE, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
GRANT RECIPIENT

A concert featuring Xiao Nan Wang and friends was supported by the Winnipeg Arts Coun-
cil. This first solo concert in Canada was recorded and broadcast across Canada by the 
CBC and has given me a lot of exposure both within the Chinese community and 
in the mainstream Canadian society. I would like to thank the Winnipeg Arts Council for 
providing this opportunity to re-establish my music career in Canada.
XIAO NAN WANG, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT
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MANITOBA THEATRE CENTRE $10,000
O’NeillFest 2006

OSBORNE VILLAGE  $15,000
CULTURAL CENTRE
Winnipeg Comedy Festival

PRAIRIE LINUX USER GROUP $10,000
OpenCity FreedomFest

PRAIRIE THEATRE EXCHANGE $20,000
Carol Shields Festival of 
New Works ‘05

SARASVÀTI DRAMATIC THEATRE  $9,500
PRODUCTIONS AND REPERTORY
FemFest 2005

SEND + RECEIVE: A FESTIVAL  $7,000
OF SOUND 2005

STORYLINE FX $15,000
Freeze Frame 2005: International 
Festival of Film for Kids of All Ages

WINNIPEG INTERNATIONAL   $17,500
CHILDREN’S FESTIVAL
Festival of Fools

WINNIPEG SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA $20,000
WSO Centara International 
New Music Festival

My 2004 Winnipeg Arts Council Grant culminated with my solo exhibition 
at the Winnipeg Art Gallery entitled Through the Mill. There were 18 paint-
ings in the exhibition, ranging from 28” sq. to 9’ x 6.5’. The show opened 
on November 6, with over 300 attendees and was a popular success. 
At the opening, artists mingled with workers from the Selkirk Steel Mill, the 
inspiration for the show.
STEVE GOUTHRO, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT 

On behalf of the board, staff, and most importantly the kids that 
visit our museum, please extend our sincere gratitude to 
the Winnipeg Arts Council for our Operating Grant.  We are thrilled 
and encouraged as we move into our 20th year of operations.
DIANE DOTH, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, MANITOBA CHILDREN’S MUSEUM, 
OPERATING GRANT RECIPIENT



Cecilia Araneda  $3,000
Film/Video 

Daniel Barrow  $3,000
Film/Video 

Michael Boss  $1,500
Visual 

Patricia Bovey  $3,000
Visual 

Pauline Braun  $1,000
Visual 

Rachel Browne  $3,000
Dance 

Rick Chafe  $3,000
Theatre 

Méira Cook  $3,000
Literary 

Roewan Crowe  $1,000
Film/Video 

Sigrid Dahle  $2,000
Visual 

Michael Dumontier  $3,000
Visual 

Daniel Eskin  $1,000
Film/Video 

Christine Fellows  $2,000
Music 

The Winnipeg Arts Council recognizes the in-

dividual artist as the primary source of creative 

activity. The Individual Artist Grant Program is 

intended to support the creation of new work in 

any art form, or development, curation, exhibi-

tion or presentation of works of art, especially 

works by Winnipeg artists.

INDIVIDUAL ARTIST 
GRANT PROGRAM

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 131
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $295,517.63

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 47
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $102,934

I would like to thank the Winnipeg Arts Council for their generous sup-
port of my video installation, The Story of My life, As Performed by Sandee 
Moore. I successfully completed a series of nine new videos for the project, 
which were shown at aceartinc. in January and February 2005. I was pleased 
to be able to make and exhibit this piece in Winnipeg and will actively pursue 
exhibitions of The Story of My Life outside of Winnipeg.
SANDEE MOORE, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT

With the support of the Winnipeg Arts Council I was able to attend 
both screenings of my video Why are you so sad? at the Interna-
tional Festival of Films on Art in Montreal. I would like to thank 
the Winnipeg Arts Council for this travel opportunity. This trip has 
been of great value to my artistic career.
HEIDI PHILLIPS, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT RECIPIENT
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Kevin Friedrich  $3,000
Visual 

Sean Garrity  $3,000
Film/Video 

Sue Gordon  $1,000
Visual 

Perry Grosshans  $1,000
Literary 

Jim Hiscott  $2,500
Music 

Simon Hughes  $3,000
Visual 

Karen Hutchinson  $1,000
Visual 

Randy Joynt  $2,500
Dance 

Rob Kovitz  $3,000
Visual/Literary 

Garland Lam  $1,000
Visual 

Rodney Latourelle  $3,000
Visual 

Isaak Lê  $1,000
Literary 

Doug Lewis  $3,000
Visual/New Media 

J.J. Kegan McFadden  $3,000
Curator/Visual 

Primrose Madayag  $1,000
Knazan 
Theatre 

Ross McMillan  $2,000
Theatre 

Bernie Miller  $3,000
Visual 

Grace Nickel  $3,000
Visual 

Caroline Nicolas  $1,000
Music 

Matthew Patton  $3,000
Music 

Jeanne Randolph  $2,934
Visual 

Matthew Rankin  $3,000
Film/Video 

Dominique Rey  $1,500
Visual 

Paul Robles  $3,000
Visual 

Kerry Ryan  $1,000
Literary 

Daria Salamon  $1,000
Literary 

Leslie Sheffield  $2,000
Literary 

Theo Sims  $3,000
Visual 

Meera  $1,000
Margaret Singh  
Visual 

Sheila Spence  $3,000
Visual 

Brianna Stark  $3,000
Dance 

Jennifer Stillwell  $3,000
Visual 

Robyn Thomas  $1,000
Dance 

Polly Washburn  $1,000
Literary 

I completed four paintings and also one found object that I included in the Rez-of-War, I’ll hold you if you carry me exhibition, which took place at Winnipeg’s 
Urban Shaman Gallery. The show was a success and has been sent to Fort McMurray at the Keyano College Gallery to be exhibited. I would like to express 
my gratitude to the Winnipeg Arts Council for having given me the opportunity to make this exhibition possible, and cannot express enough how much of 
an aid this has been for me as an artist.
ROGER CRAIT, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT 



The Professional Development Grant Program 

is intended to assist in advancing the careers 

of artists and arts administrators by providing 

funding to support their professional develop-

ment through: study (beyond basic training) in 

a formal or informal setting; research in the arts; 

attendance at events at which the work of the 

applicant is to be presented, or at which the ap-

plicant is a speaker or resource person; or travel 

that is a component of such activities.

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 
GRANT PROGRAM

TOTAL APPLICATIONS RECEIVED 87
TOTAL FUNDS REQUESTED $98,508.17

TOTAL GRANTS AWARDED 75
TOTAL FUNDS AWARDED $56,496

Isam Mohamed  $905.50

Osman Aboud
Visual
 
KC Adams $500
Visual
  
Étidal Arbach- $950
l’Heureux 
Visual

Jaimz Asmundson $750
Film/Video
  
Alexandra Badger $750
Dance
  
Monica Bailey $600
Music
  
Jolene Bailie $1,150
Dance
 
Stephanie Ballard $481
Dance
  
Daniel Barrow $650
Film/Video
  
Connie Bart-Hamel $220
Visual
  
Carolyn Basha $500
Administrator
  
Anthony P. Benton $750
Literary

This has been a wonderfully rewarding experience. This 
project has helped me develop as an emerging dance artist 
and has laid a strong foundation for future projects. I 
would like to conclude by thanking the Winnipeg Arts Council, 
for without you this would not have been possible. 
HÉLÈNE LE MOULLEC, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT RECIPIENT

I travelled to Brazil this past November to present In Memory of Darcie Hall and 
participate in the Staging Human Rights Forum presented by People’s Palace 
Project. I learned an incredible number of things about community site art 
projects and hope that the report brings some of these forward. I am very grateful 
for the support of the Winnipeg Arts Council that made this trip possible. 
EDITH REGIER, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT RECIPIENT
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Chris Bryan $613
New Media
  
Brenda Cantelo $650
Dance
  
Jarod Charzewski $400
Visual
  
Hugh Conacher $1,045
Dance
  
Karen Cornelius $905
Visual
  
Leslie Crozier $1,500
Dance
  
Ray Dirks $905.50

Visual
 

Derek Eidse $500
Film/Video

Joy Eidse $500
Film/Video
  
Tom Elliot $700
New Media
  
Jennifer Essex $750
Dance
  
Danishka Esterhazy $1,000
Film/Video
  

Matthew Etches $1,000
Film/Video
  
Elvira Finnigan $290
Film/Video
  
Noam Gonick $445  
Film/Video

Michelle Gregoire $650
Music
  
Grant Guy  $1,000
Theatre
  
Kristin Haight $750
Dance
  
Heidi Harms $300
Literary
  
Shannon Hiebert $1,000
Music
  
Simon Hughes $1,000
Visual
  
Martina Hutchinson $125
Administrator
  
Bevan Klassen $550
Film/Video
  
Yuri Klaz $1,000
Music
  

Andrée Lavergne $750
Dance
  
Hélène Le Moullec $1,000
Dance
  
Kurt Lehmann $670
Music
  
Erika Lincoln $750
New Media
  
Steve Loft $600
Visual
  
Ruth Maendel $905
Visual
  
Michael Matthews $1,000
Music
  
Brenda McLean $750
Theatre
  
Carol Mills $905
Visual

Milan Milosevic  $790
Music
  
Simon Miron  $750
Theatre/Music
  
Renise Mlodzinski $750
Music
  

The film Seed Saver: Percy Schmeiser vs Monsanto which chronicles the Supreme Court trials of Monsanto vs Schmeiser, is my most prominent video 
piece as a director to date. The funds offered to me through this grant were crucial in affording me the possibility of travelling to various locations for 
this film as well as pay for an editor and a G5 Final Cut Pro editing suite while in postproduction. This opportunity has empowered me to continue as 
a documentary film director. It has also offered me the credentials to reach greater heights as an artist. I am grateful to the Winnipeg Arts Council for their 
invaluable contribution to this project.
ANDRÉ CLÉMENT, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT
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Bowen-M Moran $575
Film/Video
  
Solomon Nagler $650
Film/Video
  
Rose-Anne Nesbitt $375
Administrator
  
Julie Parrell $300
Literary
  
Heidi Phillips $975
Film/Video
  
Heidi Phillips $450
Film/Video
  
James Phillips $800
Dance
  
Penelope Rampersad $750
Dance
  
Jeanne Randolph $500
Visual
  
Edith Regier $1,400
Dance
  
Dominique Rey $875
Visual
  
Lynn Richardson $1,000 
Visual
 

Jim Sanders $960
Film/Video
  
Nicole Shimonek $550
Film/Video
  
Jeff Sinclair $600
Theatre

Meera Singh $325 
Visual
 
Tom Soares $970 
Performing
 
Angela Somerset $700
New Media
  
Jennifer Stillwell $800 
Visual
 
Jay Stoller $750
Music
  
Larry Strachan $750  
Music

Andrew S. Thomson $1,000
Music
  
Niki Trosky $558 
Film/Video

Richard Tyborowski $1,000
Music
  
Crystal Wood $1,000
Film/Video/Literary
  
Calvin Yarush  $528 
Visual
 
Gary Yates $950  
Film/Video

The Montreal Summer Intensive was a wonderful experience, from which I have brought back many gifts, both technical and creative. This workshop 
helped me to develop further technically and artistically. From David Earle’s class I took home a great many ideas, which have helped my daily practice in 
Winnipeg. I now have a wider range of movement qualities to draw from as an interpreter, which I can pass on to other Winnipeg artists as a creator. 
JENNIFER ESSEX, PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANT RECIPIENT
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In the fall of 2004 the Winnipeg Arts Coun-

cil initiated an international exchange resi-

dency in collaboration with Winnipeg’s 

PLATFORM: Centre for Photographic and 

Digital Arts, FLAX ART Studios Belfast and  

the Arts Council of Northern Ireland. 

A call to artists was issued in the spring of 2005, 

and local artist Les Newman was selected by a 

panel of qualified persons to travel to Belfast in 

August to participate in a one-month residency 

hosted by FLAX ART Studios. Here he com-

pleted five new print works in his series Death of 

the Party, exploring the tension of text as image 

and carriers of meaning. 

Senior Belfast artist Ursula Burke was selected 

by the Arts Council of Northern Ireland to 

travel to Winnipeg. In the spring of 2006, she 

will use PLATFORM’s darkrooms to continue 

work on a series of large silver gelatin emulsion 

prints that are based on the phenomenon of 

Catholicism in Ireland. While in Winnipeg, she 

will present an artist talk about her work and 

conduct studio visits with local artists.

The Winnipeg Arts Council initiated this pro-

ject to provide an opportunity for artists to 

work in an international environment, to expe-

rience another cultural milieu and to network 

with other artists. WAC believes it is extremely 

valuable to the artists involved and the host 

communities. 

The Winnipeg Arts Council is very excited by its 

first foray into this kind of exchange, and hopes 

to provide, over time, opportunities for artists 

from all disciplines.

This program was funded through a pilot Artist 

in Residence grant in 2004 to PLATFORM: Cen-

tre for Photographic and Digital Arts. Thanks 

to PLATFORM for their willingness to host and 

manage this important initiative.

INTERNATIONAL ARTIST EXCHANGE  
WITH BELFAST, NORTHERN IRELAND

Les Newman, Genies, 2006, 24"x34", Giclee on water colour paper.

With the support of the Winnipeg Arts Council I was able to participate in 
Ballet Divertimento’s Professional Project in Montreal. It was exciting to work 
with so many gifted dancers and establish international connections 
with my dance peers. I see and feel my maturation through the working  
processes and experiences I had away from my hometown of Winnipeg. 
FREYA BJORG OLAFSON, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENT

The month I spent in Belfast as a part of the WAC/NIAC/Platform/
Flax Art Studios Exchange allowed me the time and resources to 
complete more new art work in one month than I could normally 
complete in six.
LES NEWMAN, INTERNATIONAL EXCHANGE RESIDENCY PARTICIPANT



The Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award 

honours books that evoke the special char-

acter and contribute to the appreciation 

and understanding of the City of Winnipeg. It 

is a tribute to Carol Shields, who achieved this 

in her own writing. The award, a juried annual 

prize of $5,000, is sponsored by the City of Win-

nipeg through the Winnipeg Arts Council and 

administered by the Association of Manitoba 

Book Publishers.

On April 23, 2005, Deputy Mayor Mike Pagtakhan  

made the presentation on behalf of the City, as 

part of the 16th annual Brave New Words: the 

Manitoba Writing and Publishing Awards gala 

held at the Hotel Fort Garry. The Awards are  

co-produced by the Manitoba Writers’ Guild and 

the Association of Manitoba Book Publishers. 

WINNER
Cherry by Chandra Mayor 

(Conundrum Press)

Jury comments: Cherry is etched in pain and 

longing. The book overwhelms the reader, with its 

passionate language, seamless flow and poetic im-

agery, while capturing Winnipeg. Cherry is exhila-

rating, because the characters seem frighteningly 

real and the author makes you believe in them.

SHORTLIST
A Store Like No Other: Eaton’s of Winnipeg 

by Russ Gourluck 

(Great Plains Publications) 

Jury comments: Everyone who has ever lived in 

Winnipeg should have a copy of this book. A 

Store Like No Other celebrates in a joyful manner 

the historical, social and economic relevance of 

the Eaton’s store, which in some ways defined 

what the city was about. The book beautifully 

captures Winnipeggers’ strong personal connec-

tions with the store.

THE CAROL SHIELDS  
WINNIPEG BOOK AWARD

During our time in Banff, we expanded our modular travelling kit consider-
ably–the residency provided many resources and ideas with which we 
may continue working together. We could not have participated without 
the financial assistance of the Winnipeg Arts Council and are grateful for your 
support.
ANGELA BOURAS-SOMERSET & TOM ELLIOTT, PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT GRANT RECIPIENTS

The Anniversary Commissioning Project is a great way to  
celebrate 30 years of achievement at the Winnipeg Film 
Group. Many thanks to the Winnipeg Arts Council for the 
generous support that helped make this very important  
initiative possible.
BRIAN PEEL, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WINNIPEG FILM GROUP, 
NEW CREATIONS FUND RECIPIENT
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When She’s Gone by Steve Lundin 

(Great Plains Publications) 

Jury comments: When She’s Gone is very much 

about being a Winnipegger, idolizing the Jets, 

hanging around arenas, mythologizing Win-

nipeg’s history and being stuck at Portage and 

Main. At first glance, a seemingly innocent spar-

ring between sports enthusiasts obsessed with 

hockey and arenas turns into a roller-coaster 

ride of conflicting emotions, wild fantasies and 

adventures, desires both big and small, tame and 

dangerous.

Cherry Bites by Alison Preston 

(Signature Editions) 

Jury comments: Cherry Bites, which vividly 

brings to life the Norwood area of Winnipeg, is a 

compelling, suspenseful tale that begins with an 

innocent act of nastiness and never looks back. 

Why did Cherry bite her baby brother? And why 

won’t he ever forgive her? The noose depicted on 

the cover of the book is an appropriate symbol 

of the emotional state of the protagonists. Will 

anyone come out unscathed? Don’t bet on it.

Joe from Winnipeg: All My Best by Ian Ross 

(J. Gordon Shillingford Publishing Inc.)

Jury comments: Joe, a popular figure from 

the Manitoba airwaves, has his own particu-

lar slant on things. This book is a collection 

of Joe’s musings and philosophical takes on 

just about everything, be it muffins, weather 

or world events. These are humorous observa-

tions from a man who loves the world he lives 

in and, by speaking out, wants to make it a 

better place to live.

JURORS
Eric Annandale

Laura Fowler

Paul Savoie

Our performances of Grandes Dames in Dance for the Dancing on the Edge 
Festival in Vancouver were successful. Our program was well received by 
Vancouver audiences. We were very proud to represent Winnipeg at 
this prestigious festival. We sincerely thank you for helping to make our  
performances at the Festival possible.
RACHEL BROWNE AND STEPHANIE BALLARD, INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANT RECIPIENTS

The Winnipeg Arts Council plays a critical role in sustain-
ing the excellence of the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra. The 
ongoing support of the Council is sincerely appreciated by musi-
cians, staff, volunteers, and by the Board. 
RITA MENZIES, INTERIM EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, WINNIPEG SYMPHONY 
ORCHESTRA, OPERATING GRANT RECIPIENT
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AUDITOR’S REPORT AND  
STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL POSITION



31MAURICE L. MEARON, M.A. 

Maurice Mearon  

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT 

WINNIPEG, MANITOBA 

17 MARCH 2006

To the Members of the Board of the Winnipeg Arts Council Inc.

I have audited the Balance Sheet of Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. as at December 31, 

2005, and the Statement of Operating Result and Surplus for the year then ended. 

These financial statements are the responsibility of management. My responsibility 

is to express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian Generally Accepted Auditing Stan-

dards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an audit to obtain reasonable 

assurance whether the financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit 

includes examining, on a test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures 

in the financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting principles 

used and significant estimates by management, as well as evaluating the overall  

financial statement presentation.

In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material respects, the 

financial position of Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. as at December 31, 2005, and the  

results of its operations for the year then ended in accordance with Canadian Generally 

Accepted Accounting Principles.

1221 Wolseley Avenue 

 Winnipeg, Manitoba  R3G 1H3 

 Phone: 204.775.8682

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANT

AUDITOR’S REPORT
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BALANCE SHEET   
As At December 31, 2005 (With Comparative Figures As At December 31, 2004)

Spencer C. Duncanson  CHAIR Nestor Dudych  COUNCIL DIRECTOR

OPERATING SURPLUS AND RESERVES

CASH FLOW ASSISTANCE RESERVE (Note 7) $ 100,000  $ 100,000
MUNICIPAL ARTS AND CULTURAL    42,821  50,000
   DEVELOPMENT RESERVE (See page 36 and Note 8)
OPERATING SURPLUS  224,901  26,423

  367,722   176,423

 $ 1,461,492   $ 830,514

LIABILITIES

CURRENT LIABILITIES
ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND ACCRUED EXPENSES $ 9,051  $ 14,545
GRANT HOLDBACKS (Note 3)  528,821   235,625 
PUBLIC ART FUND (See page 36 and Note 6)  555,898   403,920

  1,093,770   654,090

ASSETS  2005  2004

CURRENT ASSETS
CASH $ 12,216  $ 219,150
TERM DEPOSITS  1,005,000   592,499 
GRANT RECEIVABLE  398,600   0
ADVANCE ON GRANT  15,000   15,000
ACCRUED INTEREST  14,249   1,039
GOODS AND SERVICES TAX REBATE  4,434   1,518
PREPAID EXPENSES  1,931   1,308

  1,451,430   830,514

COMPUTER HARDWARE  10,062   0

 $ 1,461,492  $ 830,514

Approved on Behalf of the Council

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC.   (Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)
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STATEMENT OF NET RESULT AND SURPLUS
For the Year Ended December 31, 2005 (With Comparative Figures As At December 31, 2004)

    2005  2004

REVENUES
GRANTS FROM THE CITY OF WINNIPEG $ 3,674,552   $ 3,173,952 
INTEREST INCOME  16,354   6,557 

   3,690,906    3,180,509
GRANTS AWARDED AND DIRECT EXPENSES THEREOF
ARTS ORGANIZATION OPERATING GRANTS (Note 3)   2,546,062    2,287,450
NEW CREATIONS GRANTS (Note 3)  328,820  290,000
DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS GRANTS (Note 3)  186,000    186,000  
INDIVIDUAL ARTIST GRANTS  102,934   66,750
PROJECT GRANTS (Note 3)  81,800   78,000
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT GRANTS  54,196  38,079
CAROL SHIELDS WINNIPEG BOOK AWARD  1,250  1,000
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE (Note 3)  0  20,000
JURY HONORARIA AND EXPENSES  9,646  7,197
TRANSLATION SERVICES  4,635  8,064

   3,315,343    2,982,540
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
SALARIES AND BENEFITS    109,270   109,222
PROFESSIONAL AND CONSULTANT FEES    10,997  11,118
PROMOTION  11,885  3,765
OFFICE RENT  9,514    9,266 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT, MEMBERSHIPS,   7,094  8,077
   AND CONFERENCES  
SUPPLIES AND OTHER OFFICE EXPENSES    9,978  9,030
TELECOMMUNICATIONS    3,945  4,060
BOARD AND COMMITTEE MEETINGS    2,223  2,021
HOSPITALITY AND PROMOTION    1,288  2,003
EXECUTIVE SEARCH    10,891  0

   177,085    158,562

   3,492,428    3,141,102

EXCESS OF REVENUES OVER AWARDS AND    198,478    39,407
   EXPENSES FOR THE YEAR
OPERATING SURPLUS - BEGINNING OF YEAR   26,423    137,016

  224,901  176,423

ALLOCATED TO CASH FLOW ASSISTANCE RESERVE (Note 7)    0  (100,000)
ALLOCATED TO MUNICIPAL ARTS AND   0   (50,000)
   CULTURAL DEVELOPMENT RESERVE (Note 8)

OPERATING SURPLUS - END OF YEAR  $ $224,901  $  26,423

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC.   (Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)
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NOTE 1

PURPOSE OF THE ORGANIZATION  
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. provides funding 

to artists and artistic organizations resident in 

the City of Winnipeg based upon the recom-

mendations of juries selected by Winnipeg Arts 

Council Inc.

NOTE 2

FINANCIAL DEPENDENCY   
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is financially depen-

dent upon annual grants awarded by the Council 

of the City of Winnipeg.   

  

NOTE 3

GRANT HOLDBACKS
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. has a policy of hold-

ing back a proportion of grants awarded in a year 

until certain completion criteria are satisfied. 

Furthermore, some awards will be disbursed ac-

cording to a cash-flow schedule developed with 

the agreement of the donee. Accordingly, this 

account represents those award balances which 

will be disbursed in the future.  

   

The composition of these holdbacks according 

to award category is as follows:  

   

PROJECT GRANTS  $ 9,500 
OPERATING GRANTS  22,100 
DOWNTOWN FESTIVALS  8,150 
NEW CREATIONS  485,820 
ARTIST IN RESIDENCE  3,251
   
 $ 528,821
     

NOTE 4

PROVISION FOR INCOME TAXES  
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. was incorporated 

as a not-for-profit organization and, as such,  

no provision has been made in these financial 

statements for income taxes.

NOTE 5

DIRECTORS’ REMUNERATION  
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is governed by a 

volunteer board of directors, who receive no 

remuneration for their services.

  ORIGINAL  UNEXPENDED  COMMITMENT  COMMITMENT

NOTES TO THE FINANCIAL STATEMENTS
For the Year Ended December 31, 2005

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC.   (Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)
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  ORIGINAL  UNEXPENDED  COMMITMENT  COMMITMENT

NOTE 6

PUBLIC ART FUND   
Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. maintains a separate 

fund for the financing of the design and execu-

tion of particular artworks to be created in pub-

lic areas of the city. This fund is supported by 

specified grants from the City of Winnipeg and 

financial support to individual artists is awarded 

on the recommendations of juries selected by 

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc.

At the year-end, the following unexpended bal-

ances remain, from the original financial com-

mitments for public art made in prior years, 

after cumulative expenses incurred.

  

MILLENNIUM LIBRARY  $ 200,000  $ 34,615 
VIMY RIDGE   105,000   65,226 
   MEMORIAL PARK
ASSINIBOINE PARK  45,000   43,662 
ARTWORK FOR A   192,600   192,600 
   MAJOR STREET 
ARTWORK FOR A PARK  29,000   29,000 
COMMUNITY ARTS   86,000   85,851 
   PROJECTS
ARTIST RESIDENCY  58,000   58,000 
PUBLIC EDUCATION   8,000   8,000
   PROGRAM  
  
 $ 723,600  $ 516,954 
     

Three new sites approved for funding in 2005 

are not specified because no public announce-

ment has yet been made.    

Of the Unexpended Commitments, $14,100 for 

the Millennium Library and $7,000 for the Vimy 

Ridge Memorial Park projects has been reserved 

for future maintenance expenses.  

  

In awarding funds for the Artwork for a Major 

Street project, the City Council held back $21,400 

as a reserve for future maintenance expenses. 

   

NOTE 7

CASH FLOW ASSISTANCE RESERVE 
This allocation was made in order to provide 

cash-flow assistance to client organizations until 

such time as operating grants for their use have 

been received by Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. 

from the City Council.   

  

NOTE 8

MUNICIPAL ARTS AND  
CULTURE DEVELOPMENT RESERVE 
This allocation was made in order to finance a 

future project to engage the overall community 

in support of the arts in the City of Winnipeg. 

For current activity, see the Schedule of Conti-

nuity on page 36.    
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SCHEDULE OF CONTINUITY OF THE PUBLIC ART FUND
For the Year Ended December 31, 2005 (With Comparative Figures As At December 31, 2004)

    2005  2004
UNEXPENDED FUND BALANCE AT  $ 403,920  $ 41,283 
THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR     

INCREASE IN FUND BALANCE    
GRANTS FROM THE CITY OF WINNIPEG  398,600   440,000 
INTEREST INCOME  5,370   394 

 
  403,970   440,394  
DECREASE IN FUND BALANCE    
ARTISTS’ FEES  164,313   0 
ARTISTS’ PROPOSAL HONORARIA  6,000   14,000 
CANDIDATES’ INTERVIEW EXPENSES  4,928   431 
JURY HONORARIA AND EXPENSES  8,815   5,833 
PUBLIC ART PROMOTION  375   0 
PUBLIC ART WORKSHOP FOR ARTISTS  350   1,036 
ADMINISTRATIVE SALARY AND BENEFITS  54,499   45,170 
CONFERENCES, MEETINGS, COMMUNICATIONS,    12,712   11,287 
AND OFFICE SUPPLIES     
  251,992   77,757  
    
NET (DECREASE) INCREASE FOR THE YEAR  151,978   362,637  

UNEXPENDED FUND BALANCE AT THE END OF THE YEAR $ 555,898  $ 403,920 

SCHEDULE OF CONTINUITY 
OF THE MUNICIPAL ARTS AND CULTURE DEVELOPMENT RESERVE 

For the Year Ended December 31, 2005 (With Comparative Figures As At December 31, 2004)  

    2005  2004
BALANCE AT THE BEGINNING OF THE YEAR $ 50,000  $ 0 

INCREASE IN RESERVE BALANCE    
ALLOCATION FROM OPERATING SURPLUS  0   50,000 

  50,000   50,000  
DECREASE IN RESERVE BALANCE     
PLANNING SESSION WITH CONSULTANT  (7,179)  0 
     
BALANCE AT THE END OF THE YEAR $ 42,821  $ 50,000 

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC.   (Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)
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