
W I N N I P E G  A R T S  C O U N C I L
AnnuAl RepoRt 2007 



Below: Main St-Union BLDG Montage, David Wityk. Photo: David Wityk.
Cover image and pages 3, 4 ,23: Main St-Union BLDG Montage, Details, David Wityk. Photo: David Wityk. 



intRoduction

GRAnts pRoGRAmminG

 

mAjoR new woRks - new cReAtions Fund

intRoducinG the winnipeG ARts council AwARds 

& mAyoR’s luncheon FoR the ARts

the cARol shields winnipeG Book AwARd

puBlic ARt pRoGRAm

in the heARt oF the exchAnGe 

AppReciAtion

messAGe FRom the chAiR

2007 GRAnts AwARded

AuditoR’s RepoRt And stAtement oF FinAnciAl position

BoARd oF diRectoRs, stAFF And AssessoRs

mAndAte, mission, Vision & VAlues

C o n t e n ts

2

4

8

10

14

16

20

21

22

23

35

41

42

1

103-110 Princess Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3B 1K7

T  204.943.7668    F  204.942.8669    

E  info@winnipegarts.ca    W  www.winnipegarts.ca

© 2008 Winnipeg Arts Council 

Design by Mike Carroll

Printed in Canada by Kromar Printing

WINNIPEG ARTS  COUNCIL



the City of Winnipeg has demonstrated 

innovation in support for artists and arts 

organizations through the establishment of 

the Winnipeg Arts Council Inc., entrusting the gov-

ernance and management of municipal arts grants 

and awards to the community itself. The successor 

to the Winnipeg Arts Advisory Council, the Win-

nipeg Arts Council (one of only four municipal arts 

councils in Canada) was approved by City Council 

in 2002, with a mandate to manage the City’s con-

ditional grant for the purposes of awards to artists 

and arts organizations. 

The Arts Council is governed by a Board, with half 

of its members elected from the arts community 

and half appointed through the municipal process 

of Citizen Appointments to Boards and Commis-

sions. The voice of the arts community is combined 

with that of citizens in the interests of advancing arts 

and culture in Winnipeg. As an independent, not-

for-profit organization, the Winnipeg Arts Council 

may also engage with other funding partners in the 

development of resources for the Arts Council’s 

designated purpose. The City is now utilizing the 

Arts Council model to create similar governance 

and management for Assiniboine Park and for fund-

ing museums. 

The funding programs of the Winnipeg Arts Council 

are notably creative and have been confirmed as 

such by other agencies and the arts community. 

The Arts Council provides funding to individual 

artists for creative projects and professional devel-

opment, and to arts organizations for operating 

needs, for projects and through a new program for 

marketing and audience development. Another 

program, the Youth Arts Initiatives Collaborative 

Grant, is intended for arts organizations who wish 

to partner with community organizations to under-

take an innovative approach to the development of 

opportunities for youth involvement in the arts. It 

embraces cultural plurality and is open to a range of 

activities and art forms. One of the most innovative 

programs is the New Creations Fund, which awards 

significant amounts to Winnipeg arts organizations 

for the commission, production and presentation of 

new works that otherwise would not be achievable. 

The Arts Council employs the peer assessment 

process for all arts awards. Additionally, the Arts 

Council has undertaken the creation of an interac-

tive digital cultural map of Winnipeg, to be intro-

duced in 2008. 
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The City of Winnipeg has delegated the manage-

ment and delivery of a Public Art Program to the 

Winnipeg Arts Council. Funded from the City’s capi-

tal budget at $500,000 annually, the program was 

launched in 2004. Projects completed thus far have 

included new works installed in the renovated Millen-

nium Library and Vimy Ridge Park, artist residencies in 

the Living Prairie Museum and the City Archives, and 

an innovative program, WITH ART, which matches 

artists from all disciplines with community groups to 

engage together in creative projects that are rooted 

in that particular community. 

In 2007, the Winnipeg Arts Council inaugurated two 

significant events: The Mayor’s Luncheon for the 

Arts, where the arts community, patrons, business 

and public funders gathered to celebrate Winnipeg’s 

artistic achievements under the patronage of the 

Mayor; and the Winnipeg Arts Council Annual Arts 

Awards, which publicly honour artists and donors 

in the community. Both events were received with 

overwhelmingly positive interest from the community 

and from the press. 

The Winnipeg Arts Council works closely with munici-

pal departments, the city business associations, tour-

ism, various funding partners (public and private), 

the arts community and the community at large, to 

facilitate communication and resources in the inter-

ests of Winnipeg’s cultural life. The Arts Council plans 

and initiates projects and activities that embrace 

community and perpetuate Winnipeg’s reputation 

as a cultural hub in Canada. 

In 2007, the Winnipeg Arts Council spearheaded a bid 

to the Department of Canadian Heritage to have Win-

nipeg named Cultural Capital of Canada in 2010. The 

results will be known early in 2009. Arts for All, the over-

arching motif that defines Winnipeg as Cultural Capital 

of Canada in 2010, proclaims a vision for the project—

that all people have access to the arts, are able to par-

ticipate in the arts, and value and are enriched by the 

arts. Utilizing the two themes outlined below, we can 

engage and respond to the question “What is it about  

Winnipeg that makes it so special and unique, and 

that has it producing the most interesting art in every 

quarter, in every discipline?” in ways that are inclusive 

and diverse, and that champion artistic achievement.

 

n	 How we lIve togetHer  

this theme draws upon one of this city’s notable qual-

ities—its many and varied cultural communities. the 

many activities in this project would use dialogue to 

bridge differences and engage the entire city in the 

arts, as participants and audience.

n	 CIty of ImagInatIon  

Imagine is the defining word in the second theme. 

winnipeg has made its creative output the stuff of leg-

ends, where the city is mythologized as a hothouse for 

the arts in Canada: its distinctiveness and resilience; 

its tenacity and idiosyncrasies and its determination to 

be the author of its own experience.
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w ith a focus on artistic excellence and 

community impact, the Winnipeg 

Arts Council supports opportunities 

for the people of Winnipeg to engage with the 

arts as artists and audiences. Responding to evolv-

ing practices and the needs of Winnipeg’s diverse 

artistic community, WAC invested $3,777,128.16 

in 2007 into the thriving Winnipeg arts scene in 

2007 through its varied grant programs. In addition 

to wide-ranging multidisciplinary programs, WAC 

confirmed its commitment to youth access and audi-

ence development by adding a permanent budget 

line for the proactive Youth Arts Initiative Collabora-

tive Grant Program piloted in the fall of 2006.

Staff continued to explore ways to increase WAC’s 

accessibility by participating in a national forum 

exchanging ideas about capacity building and diver-

sity initiatives in the arts; co-hosting a roundtable 

discussion with younger artists; and giving talks 

about WAC’s programs to diverse audiences, includ-

ing presentations about grants available to Aborigi-

nal artists. WAC’s efforts to spread the word about 

opportunities for artists was reflected in a 20 percent 

increase in applications over the previous year and a 

50 percent increase in applications since 2003.

g r a n ts  P ro g r a m m I n g

total applications received 478

total funds requested $5,828,886.01

total grants awarded 265

total funds awarded $3,777,128.16

Northern Landscape by Simon Hughes, from the exhibition Scratching the Surface: Post-

Prairie Landscape at the Plug In Institute for Contemporary Art. Photo: William Eakin.
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TOP LEFT: 1st Annual Steamroller Festival, Manitoba Printmakers’ Association. Photo: Suzie Smith. / TOP RIGHT: Susie Burpee’s Parlour Rollers 

on WCD Company Dancers, Winnipeg’s Contemporary Dancers. Photo: Ryan Michael Fennessy. / BOTTOM: Xiao-Nan Wang perfecting the 

mouthpiece he designed for the chromatic bamboo flute. Photo: Courtesy of the artist.
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g r a n ts  P ro g r a m m I n g

TOP: Dream City Parade 2007, Art City. Photo: Justin Lee. / LOWER LEFT: Snowbank, Sylvia Matas.  

Photo: Sylvia Matas. / LOWER RIGHT: untitled, Johanna Schmidt. Photo: Johanna Schmidt.
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TOP: VVitch, out of line theatre. Photo: Colin Vandenberg. / LOWER LEFT: Untitled (Warning Sign), Paul Robles. Photo: Paul Robles. / 

LOWER MIDDLE: Sierra Noble, New Year’s Eve Concert for Hope and Peace. Photo: Kelly Morton. / LOWER RIGHT: The Company in  

The Sleeping Beauty, Royal Winnipeg Ballet. Photo: Bruce Monk.
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Judith Forst and Jean Stilwell in a scene from Transit of Venus, Manitoba Opera. Photo: Robert Tinker.

m a J o r  n e w  w o r Ks  
by winnipeg artists for winnipeg audiences 
supported by the new Creations fund

the Winnipeg Arts Council has invested over $1,000,000 in new work by  

Winnipeg artists for Winnipeg audiences since introducing the New  

Creations Fund in 2003. These large-scale, multi-year projects include the 

grand opera Transit of Venus, and multidisciplinary dance production Herding 

Instinct, both of which premiered to Winnipeg audiences in 2007.



�

A $200,000 grant from the New Creations Fund in 

2006 enabled the Manitoba Opera Association to 

commission their first full-length opera for the main 

stage. Transit of Venus —a three-act opera with full 

orchestra, composed by Victor Davies with libretto 

by Maureen Hunter—had a budget of $1,200,000 

and premiered November 24, 27 and 30, 2007  

in Winnipeg. 

A $50,000 grant from the New Creations Fund 

was awarded to TRIP Dance Company in 2005 to 

develop a new evening-length work featuring seven 

dancers and choreographed for stage by Karen 

Kuzak, with film and sound elements by Danishka 

Esterhazy and Ken Gregory. Herding Instinct pre-

miered in Winnipeg March 23 and 24, 2007 to sold-

out houses. This innovative new work has since been 

enjoyed by audiences in Regina and Calgary and 

will continue to tour.

Herding Instinct, TRIP Dance Company. Photo: Mandy Malazdrewich.
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mayor Sam Katz presented the first Winnipeg Arts Council Arts Awards 

at the sold-out Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts, Friday, June 15, 2007 

at the Hotel Fort Garry. The purpose of this celebration is to recog-

nize and promote the arts, artists, and partnerships that make Winnipeg a centre 

for cultural achievement. In the four award categories, the 2007 winners are:

IntroduCIng tHe wInnIPeg 
arts CounCIl awards 
& mayor’s lunCHeon  
for tHe arts

Landscape Dancers, 2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William Eakin.
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tHe on tHe rIse award recognizes the dem-

onstrated promise of a new professional artist (in 

any discipline) whose career span has not exceeded 

five years. The award is a cash prize of $2,500. 

winner: sarah anne Johnson 
nominated by Plug In ICA 

Sarah Anne Johnson is a visual artist searching for 

community through the lens of a camera, the memo-

ries of tree planting, and tableaux mingling craft 

materials with utopian dreams.

tHe maKIng a marK award applauds a 

professional artist (in any discipline) in mid-career, 

who is receiving critical recognition for excellence 

in their art practice in Winnipeg and beyond. The 

award is a cash prize of $2,500.

winner: andrew Balfour 

nominated by Camerata Nova

Winnipeg composer Andrew Balfour, of Aboriginal 

descent, is a star in the area of choral music. He is 

the founder, arranger and artistic director of Cam-

erata Nova, a vocal group specializing in early and 

contemporary classical and world music, offering 

experimental performances in non-traditional ven-

ues all over the city to growing audiences.

LEFT: 2007 WAC Awards recipients: Andrew Balfour, Kathleen Richardson, David Barber, Sarah Anne Johnson and His Worship Mayor Sam Katz at the 

2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William Eakin. / RIGHT: Landscape Dancers, 2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William Eakin.
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t H e  w I n n I P e g  a r ts  C o u n C I l  awa r d s 
&  m ayo r ’s  lu n C H e o n  fo r  t H e  a r ts

tHe maKIng a dIfferenCe award cele-

brates the contribution of an artist, arts administrator 

or arts organization to the growth and development 

of the arts in Winnipeg. The award is a cash prize 

of $2,500.

winner: david Barber 

nominated by Matthew Rankin

David Barber has been programmer at the Cinema-

theque since 1982. He has been a crucial figure in 

the development of independent cinema in Win-

nipeg and an outstanding ally to generations of 

Winnipeg filmmakers.

tHe arts CHamPIon award honours an 

individual or business patron who has demonstrat-

ed sustained support to the arts in Winnipeg. The 

award is a unique work by a Winnipeg artist, this 

year by Sheila Spence.

winner: Kathleen richardson  

nominated by The Royal Winnipeg Ballet, the Manitoba 

Theatre Centre, the Winnipeg Symphony Orchestra, and the 

Manitoba Opera

Four of Winnipeg’s largest arts organizations nomi-

nated just one candidate as the first recipient of this 

award. Kathleen Richardson represents the epitome 

2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William Eakin.
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of an arts patron, here or anywhere. Winnipeg’s 

vibrant artistic landscape can be attributed in large 

part to her involvement with all the cultural organi-

zations that this city has come to cherish.

Three hundred and ninety guests attended the Mayor’s 

Luncheon for the Arts and the Awards, demonstrating 

overwhelming support for this first-time event. Guest 

speaker was Ian Ross and master of ceremonies Steve 

Kirby. Stephanie Ballard organized a performance of 

Landscape Dancers that greeted the luncheon guests, 

and Steve Kirby’s jazz trio with Curtis Nowosad and 

Larry Roy played before the event.

LEFT: 2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William 

Eakin. / MIDDLE: 2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts guest 

speaker, Ian Ross. Photo: William Eakin. / RIGHT: 2007 

Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts master of ceremonies, 

Steve Kirby. Photo: William Eakin. / BOTTOM: 2007 Mayor’s 

Luncheon for the Arts. Photos: William Eakin.
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the Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award 

honours books that evoke the special char-

acter of, and contribute to the appreciation 

and understanding of, the City of Winnipeg. It is a 

tribute to Carol Shields, who did that in her own 

writing. The award, a juried annual prize of $5,000, 

is sponsored by the City of Winnipeg through the 

Winnipeg Arts Council and administered by the 

Association of Manitoba Book Publishers.  

The winner was announced Saturday, April 28, 2007 

at the 18th annual Brave New Words: Manitoba 

Writing and Publishing Awards gala held at the 

Winnipeg Art Gallery. The Awards are co-produced 

by the Manitoba Writers’ Guild and the Association 

of Manitoba Book Publishers. 

Jurors

donald Benham, Kathleen darby, Kathleen williams

t H e  C a ro l  s H I e l d s 
w I n n I P e g  B o o K  awa r d
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sHortlIst

Beautiful Girl Thumb
written by melissa steele 

(turnstone Press)

Jury Comments: Beautiful Girl Thumb positively 

shines with clever short stories featuring fresh, 

memorable characters. We are given the opportu-

nity to laugh (“Beautiful Girl Thumb”), be shocked 

(“Diplomacy”) and smile at the foibles of humankind 

(“They Eat Their Young,” “I’m Your Frankenstein”). 

Troubled teens and family strife are presented with 

deft touches of humour and insight. Throughout, 

relationships develop, stumble forward and fall 

apart to reveal wisdom and truth.

Queen of Diamonds
written by Catherine Hunter 

(ravenstone, an imprint of turnstone Press)

Jury Comments: Hunter’s work is gripping, and 

leaves a feeling of having been whisked away to 

another place. Yet that other place is just down the 

block! Hunter evokes the character of Winnipeg in a 

mystical way, weaving undercurrents of intrigue and 

crime. A thoroughly enjoyable book.

St. John’s College: Faith and Education  
in Western Canada
written by J.m. Bumsted 

(university of manitoba Press)

Jury Comments: The little college that could:  

Bumsted traces the often troubled and always 

intriguing history of St. John’s College. The Col-

lege’s days as a fixture in the North End, through its 

near end as the victim of a widespread embezzle-

ment scheme, numerous bouts of under-funding, 

two world wars and countless internal and external 

struggles, are well detailed. A rich, accessible and 

lively contribution to the understanding of the Angli-

can Church and colleges of Winnipeg.

The Winnipeg Connection: Writing  
Lives at Mid-Century
edited by Birk sproxton 

(Prairie fire Press)

Jury Comments: In his introduction, the late Birk 

Sproxton attempts to explain the serendipity of so 

many talented writers living in one place at one time: 

long winters, physical isolation and cultural cross-pol-

lination. The balance of the book is a loving look back 

at some of Winnipeg’s most cherished writers—and 

some who deserve more continuing attention—mixed 

with some of their original work. This book is a genu-

ine addition to Winnipeg’s literary history.

wInner

Winnipeg Modern: Architecture 1945-1970 

edited by serena Keshavjee 

(university of manitoba Press)

Jury Comments: Anyone who has ever stopped to gaze at a modern Winnipeg building will want to read 

this chronicle of the city’s post-war building boom. With prose that is rich, yet accessible, Keshavjee and 

her contributors help the reader to understand and appreciate the big concepts that inspired the big build-

ings. The book is richly illustrated with many photos by the late Henry Kalen, whose love of Winnipeg’s 

built form shines through.
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the Public Art Policy and Program is managed 

by the Winnipeg Arts Council on behalf of 

the City of Winnipeg and is funded by an 

annual allocation from the City’s capital budget. 

Since the policy was approved by City Council in 

2004, the public art initiative has evolved into a 

diverse and steadily growing program that includes 

art commissions, artist-in-residence programs and 

community-based projects. As the creation of 

public art can be a lengthy process, with projects 

extending over one year or more, many projects are  

currently in various stages of development.

Collin Zipp’s video artwork lost_landscape, created 

during his year-long residency at the Living Prairie 

Museum, opened to the public in 2007. A series of 

postcards created for each public art project was also 

launched at this time. WITH ART projects by Leah 

Decter with the Spence Neighbourhood Association 

and by Jim Sanders with the Manitoba Urban Native 

Housing Association continued with active involve-

ment from the community participants. Public Art 

Manager Tricia Wasney gave several presentations 

on public art locally and was invited to participate in 

a national forum on public art in Saskatoon.

w I n n I P e g ’s 
P u B l I C  a r t  P ro g r a m

LEFT: lost_landscape, Collin Zipp. Photo: Robert Tinker.

RIGHT: Collin Zipp, Living Prairie Museum Artist-in-Residence. Photo: Robert Tinker.
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wItH art 

A program that creates opportunities for collabora-

tive art projects between community groups and 

artists of all disciplines.

elwick Community, working with  

mosaic artist dimitry melman   $15,000

manitoba maternity Care action network,  

working with glass artist Judy Jennings   $15,000

Expected completion of each project: summer 2008.

assInIBoIne ParK 

A site-responsive permanent artwork in the area of 

the Footbridge in Assiniboine Park.

sculptor gordon reeve  $75,000

Expected completion: summer 2008.

Several public art projects were initiated and awarded in 2007:

LEFT: Film still from Winnipeg First Nation: Heart of a Home, a collaborative WITH ART project between Jim Sanders and the Manitoba Urban Native Housing Association.  

Photo: Jim Sanders. / TOP RIGHT: Brent Mitchell, Spence Community Compass Staff and Youth Staff laying out mosaic as part of a collaborative WITH ART project between  

Leah Decter and the Spence Neighbourhood Association. Photo: Spence Neighbourhood Association Youth Staff. / LOWER RIGHT: Mosaic layout workshop as part of a  

collaborative WITH ART project between Leah Decter and the Spence Neighbourhood Association. Photo: Spence Neighbourhood Association Youth Staff.
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BIKe raCK ProJeCt  

wItH tHe downtown BIZ 

Designs for bicycle racks to be installed on 

Broadway.

artists Jessica Koroscil, Paul robles  

and the team of Paul Butler and  

vanessa Kroeker   $1,500 each design

Expected installation: spring 2008.

CIty of wInnIPeg arCHIves 

artIst-In-resIdenCe 

Six-month residency including a public engage-

ment component and the creation of a permanent 

artwork.

filmmaker Paula Kelly  $33,000

Expected completion: spring 2008.

w I n n I P e g ’s  P u B l I C  a r t  P ro g r a m

Bicycle Rack Designs: LEFT: Jessica Koroscil. / TOP RIGHT: Paul Butler and Vanessa Kroeker. / BOTTOM RIGHT: Paul Robles.
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unIversIty of wInnIPeg  

gateway and transIt ProJeCt 

An artist-designed transit shelter for a new Ellice 

Avenue transit stop and associated public art 

elements at the Ellice Avenue and the Portage 

Avenue stops.

sculptor david Perrett  $150,000

Expected completion: fall 2008.

waterfront drIve 

WAC facilitated the process on behalf of the City of 

Winnipeg for a public art project at Waterfront Drive.

artist Jennifer stillwell  $200,000

Expected completion: fall 2008.

Flood Photograph (Scrapbook 3): Morley Avenue; 1950. Photo: City of Winnipeg Archives and Record Control.
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In April 2007, the Winnipeg Arts Council settled 

into a new purpose-designed space that meets 

community and specific administrative needs 

of Staff and Board on the main floor of the Fairchild 

Lofts Building, 110 Princess Street. At last, each 

staff member has a comfortable work space. As 

illustrated, the reception area is both welcoming 

and impressive. Now equipped with meeting space 

for 40, kitchen facilities and all the requisite technol-

ogy, the Arts Council has met the primary criteria 

of accessibility, serviceability and economy with a 

well-designed minimalist approach.

We are sincerely grateful to Neil Minuk and Robert  

Wilson for helping us to create a very special envi-

ronment. Richard Dyck created an original and ever-

changing video presentation of the arts in Winnipeg 

for display in the entrance waiting area. A reference 

library focusing on Winnipeg arts and artists, urban 

development in the city and public art is growing 

and available for anyone to use.

The meeting room can be booked on an occasional 

basis by arts groups and others seeking a com-

fortable, well-equipped meeting location in the 

Exchange District.

Thank you to everyone at the Manitoba Centennial 

Corporation for all the services and support during 

our tenancy there.

I n  t H e  H e a r t  o f  
t H e  e XC H a n g e

LEFT: Winnipeg Arts Council office interior. Photo: Jason Kun.  

RIGHT: Winnipeg Arts Council office exterior. Photo: cam bush.
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the City of Winnipeg continues to support 

the purpose and activities of the Winnipeg 

Arts Council through its yearly allocation. 

In 2007, the City completed the multi-year funding 

plan begun in 2003, which doubled grants awards to 

the arts in Winnipeg over a five-year period.

The Winnipeg Arts Council is grateful to Mayor Sam 

Katz and to each and every City Councillor for their 

continued interest and support. The Committee 

on Protection and Community Services, with Chair 

Gord Steeves and members Jenny Gerbasi, Grant 

Nordman and Mike Pagtakhan, has been particularly 

receptive to Arts Council initiatives. 

We would like to thank the City Clerk’s Office—

Richard Kachur, Marc Lemoine and Wayne  

Gulenchyn; the EPC Secretariat, Brian Gray  

and Caroline Neufeld, and Acting CAO, Alex  

Robinson; Kenny Boyce, Manager of Film and  

Cultural Affairs—and all the city officials who are 

generous with advice and assistance.

As volunteers committed to the arts and artists 

in Winnipeg, the entire Board of Directors of the 

Winnipeg Arts Council has devoted hours of con-

sideration to guiding the Arts Council. The valu-

able work of the Public Art Committee is greatly 

appreciated. 

Public Art Manager Tricia Wasney works closely with 

City staff on procedures to implement the Public 

Art Policy and Program. The Planning, Property 

and Development Department is the primary liai-

son for project development, including review of all 

site plans. Thanks especially to Planning, Property 

and Development staff, including Director Harry 

Finnigan, Acting Director Jim Paterson, Dianne  

Himbeault, Donna Beaton, Lee Caldwell, Mike 

McGinn, and Christina Harris; Lisa Bogi and James 

Carter of the Legal Services Department; Elaine Mar-

tin of Risk Management; Jonina Ewart, Kyle Lucyk 

and Lori Nichols of the Living Prairie Museum; Frank 

Caldwell of Assiniboine Park Enterprise; Bill Menzies 

of Transit; Diana Emerson of Public Works; Gerry 

Berkowski and Jody Baltessen of the City of Win-

nipeg Archives; and to external partners Stefano 

Grande and Stephanie Voyce of the Downtown BIZ; 

Jennifer Rattray of the University of Winnipeg and 

Jeff Frank of Hilderman Thomas Frank Cram. Appre-

ciation is also extended to Lisa Kehler for her research 

assistance on the upcoming Public Art Map.

Spencer Duncanson has been Chair of the Win-

nipeg Arts Council Board of Directors since 2004. 

He has guided the Board with wisdom through a 

period of tremendous growth and change. Always 

the consummate diplomat, Spencer has been an 

outstanding ambassador for the Winnipeg Arts 

Council and for the arts in Winnipeg. He has made 

an invaluable contribution in this leadership role, 

and as an artist in this city. 

w I t H  s I n C e r e  a P P r e C I at I o n . . . 
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a s I look back on the past four years and my 

tenure as Chair of the Arts Council, I am 

encouraged by the Council’s many accom-

plishments, including incorporation, peer juried 

assessment, increased funds and new grants; and 

saddened by the multitude of projects in which I will 

no longer be a participant. Pondering this scenario, 

I am forced to come to terms with a fact of life that 

is often far too unsettling—change.  

Georg C. Lichtenberg said: “I cannot say whether 

things will get better if we change; what I can say is 

they must change if they are to get better.” If this is 

true, we must embrace change as individuals and 

as a community, seeking always to make things bet-

ter. The arts are alive and well in Winnipeg today 

and we hope that this will continue. Nonetheless, 

we must be diligent in our pursuit of excellence for, 

like everything else without a concerted will, the 

change that we experience may prove to be less 

than satisfactory.

I would like to take this opportunity to thank the 

brilliant staff and Board of Directors of the Winni-

peg Arts Council for their invaluable support over 

the years, and to thank you for your willingness to 

experience change.

m e s s ag e  f ro m  t H e  C H a I r

2007 GRAnts AwARded

spencer duncanson  Chair, Board of Directors

Winnipeg Arts Council Chair, Spencer Duncanson, at the 2007 Mayor’s Luncheon for the Arts. Photo: William Eakin.
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2007 GRAnts AwARded
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The purpose of this program is to encourage and 

support creativity in Winnipeg by making funding 

available that enables the creation of significant 

new works of art in any discipline or combination of 

disciplines, the scope of which may not otherwise 

be possible.  

Grants from the New Creations Fund will be appro-

priate to the scale of the project. The Winnipeg Arts 

Council will contribute up to half of the entire cost 

of the project to a maximum of $200,000. 

total applications received 11

total funds requested $748,535

total grants awarded 3

total funds awarded $113,485

Plug In ICa $17,625

To support a major bookwork and accom-

panying panel discussion that engages 

the visual and literary arts in conversa-

tion about the provocative notion of a 

“post-prairie landscape.” It will feature 

new literary works from writers Di Brandt, 

Jon Paul Fiorentino, Catherine Hunter, 

Rob Kovitz, Guy Maddin and Duncan 

Mercredi.

urban shaman:  $40,000

Contemporary aboriginal art

To commission Winnipeg-born artist of 

Cree ancestry Kent Monkman to create 

a major film work and multimedia gal-

lery installation. Monkman adopts the 

idioms of romantic painters, early pho-

tography and silent film to excavate miss-

ing Aboriginal narratives. The new work, 

Dance to the Berdashe, will feature a 

series of cinematic vignettes, as tableaux 

vivants based on paintings or themes of 

historical and mythological origin.

winnipeg’s Contemporary dancers $55,860

To support Struck, a new full-length 

dance work that explores the forces that 

move us both collectively and individually 

through the notions of god or gods, the 

concept of Big Brother and the power of 

our collective consciousness. This new 

work will be choreographed by Brent Lott, 

in collaboration with composer Christine 

Fellows, visual artist Calvin Yarush and 

lighting designer Dean Cowieson.

n e w  C r e a t I o n s  f u n d  g r a n t  P ro g r a m
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This program is intended for new and developing 

arts organizations, established arts organizations that 

work on a project basis, and arts organizations under-

taking a special, one-time initiative. It is designed to 

support a range of activities and art forms, reflecting 

different cultural traditions and art practice. A Project 

Grant must be applied to a specific project planned 

to take place within the 12 months following the 

notification date. This Program is not open to exist-

ing Operating Grant clients. 

The maximum grant available under the Project 

Grant Program is $15,000.

total applications received 42

total funds requested $377,440

total grants awarded 31

total funds awarded $200,000

adhere and deny $10,000 
To support the development and pre-

sentation of a new theatre production, 

Via Cruces.

agassiz summer Chamber  $6,000 
music festival
To support the presentation of the Agas-

siz Summer Chamber Music Festival.

art City $3,500 
To support a one-week drawing workshop 

for inner-city youth focusing on communi-

ty reflection through sketchbook practice, 

and concluding with an exhibition at the 

Semai Gallery.

assiniboine Park Bandshell  $3,500 
To support the summer music series at 

the Lyric Theatre.

Canzona  $5,000 
To support the production of a studio CD 

recording of the choral music of Winni-

peg composer Robert Turner.

Comhaltas winnipeg  $2,000 
To support the Winnipeg Irish Festival.

Concert for Hope and Peace  $3,250 
To support the New Year’s Eve Concert 

for Hope and Peace.

Contemporary verse 2 $6,170 
To support The Industry of Verse, an 

expanded summer issue of Contempo-

rary Verse 2 that takes an in-depth look 

at poetry publishing in Canada.

der geist Company $7,000 
To support the development and pre-

sentation of the new theatre production 

Euthanasia.

dragon and lion dance  $5,000
International of Canada
To support a public dragon and lion 

parade and pole lion demonstration.

dry Cold Productions $2,500 
To support the workshop production of 

the new musical Eurvalus & Lucretia.

graffiti art Programming  $3,680 
To support an exhibition series featuring 

work by Fred Thomas and Mediah.

le 100 nons $10,000 
To support Le 100 Nons 40th anniversary 

gala concert.

louis riel Institute $9,500 
To support an exhibition, lecture series 

and essay on distinctive Métis visual arts 

and archival methodologies.

P ro J e C t  g r a n t  P ro g r a m

>
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P ro J e C t  g r a n t  P ro g r a m

maison des artistes visuels $15,000
francophones
To support a juried exhibition series fea-

turing Franco-Manitoban artists.

manitoba aboriginal music  $5,000
Host Committee
To support an exhibition of visual art 

works by Manitoban Aboriginal artists 

during Manito Ahbee: A Festival for All 

Nations.

manitoba artists in Healthcare $10,000 
To support the production of a DVD 

notebook for Me Mengwa Maa Sinatae 

community art project.

mayworks: a festival of  $5,000
labour and the arts
To support the Almanac Festival of Peo-

ple’s Music.

musaIC (Chamber orchestra  $7,000
without Borders)
To support the presentation of a concert 

featuring works for chamber orchestra by 

black composers.

out of line theatre Co-op  $5,900
To support the production and workshop 

performance of Joy, a new full-length 

dance theatre work.

sarasvàti dramatic theatre  $10,000 
Productions and repertory
To support the workshop theatre pro-

duction Ripple Effect for high school 

students.

theatre by the river $15,000
To support the production of a new 

adaptation of Oedipus Rex, set in mod-

ern times.

theatre Incarnate $7,500
To support the theatre production Boston 

Marriage. 

virtuosi Concerts $5,000
To support the Mozart and More! ‘07 VCI 

Festival.

winnipeg Campus/Community  $6,000
radio society 
To support an artist-in-residence pro-

gram, facilitating the creation of a com-

munity-based serial radio play.

winnipeg Chamber music society $5,000
To support the two-concert 20th anni-

versary celebration of the Winnipeg  

Chamber Music Society.

winnipeg Classical guitar society  $5,000
To support a series of concerts featuring 

leading international artists.

winnipeg gay and lesbian  $5,500
film society
To support the Reel Pride Film Festival.

winnipeg International film  $7,500
festival
To support two nights of screenings 

and events celebrating East Indian and  

Filipino films.

winnipeg male Chorus $3,000 
To support the production of a CD, 

Songs of Comfort and Hope, featuring 

new arrangements by Amanda Hahn 

Tomchuk.

wndX  $5,500 
To support the WNDX 2007 programming 

series, focusing on new Prairie and avant-

garde cinema.
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The Downtown Festivals Grant Program is intend-

ed to encourage the creation of new festivals by 

arts and cultural organizations, and to support 

the development and enhancement of new and 

creative aspects of existing festivals. In addition 

to excellence in art, applications to this program 

are expected to demonstrate significant potential 

for public participation, tourism generation, and  

downtown revitalization.

total applications received 18

total funds requested $290,026

total grants awarded 15

total funds awarded $186,000

asian Heritage $3,000
society of manitoba 
To support the Asian Canadian Festival.

graffiti art Programming  $20,000 
To support the International Mural Festi-

val & Symposium.

manitoba aboriginal music  $25,000
Host Committee
To support Manito Ahbee: A Festival for 

All Nations.

manitoba Printmakers’ association $7,500
To support the Under Pressure Steam-

roller print festival.

national screen Institute $17,500
To support the NSI FilmExchange Cana-

dian Film Festival.

osborne village Cultural Centre $10,000 
To support the Winnipeg Comedy  

Festival.

Prairie theatre exchange  $16,000 
To support the Carol Shields Festival of 

New Works.

sarasvàti dramatic theatre  $8,000
Productions and repertory
To support FemFest.

send + receive: a festival of sound $7,000 
To support Send + Receive: A Festival 

of Sound.

storyline fX  $7,000 
To support the bilingual Festival interna-

tional de film pour enfants de tous âges/

Freeze Frame International Film Festival 

for Kids of All Ages.

west end Cultural Centre $3,500 
To support the Ellice Street Festival.

winnipeg aboriginal film  $20,000 

and video festival 
To support the Winnipeg Aboriginal Film 

and Video Festival

winnipeg International  $17,500
Children’s festival
To support the Festival of Fools.

winnipeg scottish festival $3,000 
To support the Winnipeg Scottish Fes-

tival.

winnipeg symphony orchestra $21,000 
To support the New Music Festival.

d o w n t o w n  f e s t I va l s  g r a n t  P ro g r a m
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youtH arts InItIatIve 
CollaBoratIve grant Program

This program is intended for arts organizations who 

wish to partner with community organizations to 

undertake an innovative approach to the develop-

ment of opportunities for youth involvement in the 

arts. It embraces cultural plurality and is open to a 

range of activities and art forms. 

Projects should focus on young people who have 

not benefited from arts programs in the past. For 

the purposes of this program, youth are defined as 

those aged 12 to 21. 

total applications received 5

total funds requested $70,500

total grants awarded 4

total funds awarded $52,000

manitoba Printmakers’ association $10,000
To support a series of printmaking work-

shops for 10 high school and youth 

groups from across Winnipeg, resulting 

in the collaborative creation of 3’ x 6’ 

carvings. All works created will then be 

printed by the youth, with the help of a 

technician at the second annual Steam-

roller Print Festival. The prints will also be 

displayed at the Millennium Library and 

the Birchwood Gallery. 

manitoba theatre for young People $15,000
To support Building Bridges, a collabo-

ration between MTYP’s Aboriginal Arts 

Training and Mentorship Program, Graf-

fiti Art Programming, Art City, Broadway 

Neighborhood Centre and Resource 

Assistance for Youth. A new work for  

theatre will be created by and for youth 

from the participating organizations.

urban shaman: Contemporary  $15,000

aboriginal art
To support The Flags Project, a com-

munity-based, youth-oriented, public art 

project to create a 20’ x 20’ collage based 

on the traditional cultural use of flags. 

Four youth, mentored by KC Adams in 

project coordination, cultural teaching 

and digital image manipulation, will lead 

the project. Community partner: Ma Mawi 

Wi Chi Itata Centre.

west end Cultural Centre $12,000
To support Songscape, a performance 

and visual art-based project culminating 

in a multimedia performance conceived, 

created and presented by inner-city youth 

participants mentored by professional  

artists. Community partner: Spence Neigh-

bourhood Association.



2�

The Winnipeg Arts Council recognizes the individual 

artist as the primary source of creative activity. The 

Individual Artist Grant Program assists the Winnipeg 

Arts Council in fulfilling its mandate by providing 

funding to professional Winnipeg artists working in 

all artistic disciplines. These grants are intended to 

support the creation of new work in any art form, or 

the development, curation, exhibition or presenta-

tion of works of art by Winnipeg artists. 

Two types of grants are available, depending on an 

artist’s level of accomplishment and experience:

The “A” grant, up to $5,000; and

the “B” grant, up to $2,000.

total applications received 223

total funds requested $794,409.74

total grants awarded 64

total funds awarded $235,643.16

IndIvIdual artIst 
grant Program

Cecilia araneda $5,000 

Ian august $5,000 

Jolene Bailie $5,000 

daniel Barrow $5,000 

Bryan Besant $2,000 

todd Besant $2,000 

sigourney Burrell $1,999 

Paul Butler $5,000 

lori Cayer $3,000 

méira Cook $5,000 

anita daher $4,000 

leah decter $5,000 

dominika dratwa $2,000 

richard dyck $5,000 

william eakin $5,000 

david elias $4,000 

victor enns $3,000 

Jeff erbach $5,000 

Christine fellows $5,000 

mia feuer $2,000 

richard finney $5,000 

sean garrity $5,000 

ariel gordon $2,000 

Ken gregory $5,000 

Perry grosshans $2,000 

grant guy $5,000 

Kirby Hammond $2,000 

garth Hardy $1,500 

richard Holden $5,000 

simon Hughes $5,000 >
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Igor Kornilov $5,000 

rik leaf $4,981 

Catherine macdonald $2,000

Claire marchand $5,000 

Bonnie marin $5,000 

sylvia matas $2,000 

Chandra mayor $5,000 

shawna mcleod $2,000 

david mcmillan $5,000 

Ian mozdzen $5,000 

darryl nepinak $5,000 

asa nodelman $2,000 

Carole o’Brien $5,000 

debbie Patterson $3,700 

gaile Petursson-Hiley $5,000 

laurent Poliquin $2,000 

marc Prescott $5,000 

vanessa rigaux $2,000 

Paul robles $5,000 

Johanna schmidt $2,000 

Karen schulz $2,000 

david raphael scott $4,000 

giana sherbo $2,000 

nicole shimonek $2,000 

Cyrus smith $1,808 

alix sobler $2,000 

margaret sweatman $4,000 

Joan thomas $3,700 

shannon trimble $2,000 

mia van leeuwen $4,000 

Caelum vatnsdal $5,000 

Xiao-nan wang $5,000 

david wityk $2,000 

olga Zikrata $1,955 

I n d I v I d ua l  a r t I s t  g r a n t  P ro g r a m



31

The Winnipeg Arts Council recognizes that the con-

tinued growth and development of artists and arts 

administrators is essential to the cultural health of 

the community.

The Professional Development Grant Program is 

designed to provide grants to professional Winnipeg 

artists and arts administrators to support activities 

that contribute to their professional development 

and enhance their artistic careers through unique 

opportunities for study (beyond basic training) in a 

formal or informal setting; for research in an art form 

or artistic/administrative practice; for attendance at 

events where the work of the applicant is to be pre-

sented or where the applicant is an invited speaker 

or resource person; or for travel that is a component 

of such activities. 

The maximum grant available under the Profes-

sional Development Grant Program is $1,500.

total applications received 115

total funds requested $124,950.27

total grants awarded 91

total funds awarded $85,000

ProfessIonal develoPment
grant Program

darren anderson $1,500 

sonny ayson $1,025 

ruth Baines $1,225 

sharon Bajer $1,425 

david Barber $650 

Bryan Besant $500 

tara Birtwhistle $900 

Katherine Bitney $750 

angela Bouras- $975 
somerset 

ardith Boxall $660 

rachel Browne $860 

Paul Butler $860 

sandra Campbell $525 

Hilary Carroll $1,500 

warren Carther $940 

nicole Coppens $750 

Karen Cornelius $1,000 

Kathleen darby $1,320 

dmitri dovgoselets $900 

michael dumontier $950 

aldona dziedziejko $480 

elvira finnigan $500 

richard fontaine $1,000 

walter forsberg $525 

Carolyn gray $660 

amanda green $900 

Jesse green $872 

Ken gregory $1,500 

emily grizzell  $900 

Juliette Hagopian $1,500 

steve Hamilton $750 

odette Heyn-Penner $860 >
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maegan Hill-Carroll $325 

richard Holden $1,000 

yuri Hooker $850 

Ingrid d. Johnson $700 

Ingrid d. Johnson $450 

sarah anne Johnson $910 

thomas Keenan $1,200 

Jolanta Kieres- $1,350
sokalska 

yuri Klaz $900 

liesl lafferty $1,500 

shawn linden $1,150 

Boyd macKenzie $635 

nicole matiation $750 

J.J. Kegan mcfadden $650 

Cathy mcInnes $690 

neil mcInnes $690 

lise mcmillan $1,270 

m. dorene meyer $858 

milos milidrag $1,500 

winston moxam $875 

Ian mozdzen $715 

darryl nepinak $785 

Carole o’Brien $1,500 

freya Björg olafson $825 

Bev Pike $875 

laurent Poliquin $1,000 

Kerri-lynn reeves $1,165 

vanessa rigaux $500 

rob ring $1,150 

mélanie rocan $775 

Ian ross $700 

Kelly ruth $840 

Borisa sabljic $1,000 

scott senior $1,500 

stephen sim $600 

libby simon $650 

meera margaret singh $1,450 

Judy slivinski $750 

suzie smith $815 

adam smoluk $1,000 

Jeff solylo $765 

sheila spence $1,350 

Jay stoller $1,500 

reva stone $750 

Jo-ann sundermeier $900 

margaret switala $1,097 

gaétanne sylvester $640 

todd talbot $1,500 

Brett taylor $1,500 

Joan thomas $1,500 

shifra tobiasch $754 

mike topf $1,050 

andrea von wichert $370 

ann walton $500 

Jennifer welsman $1,058 

lee white $600 

tanya woloshen $850 

lisa wood $556 

Calvin yarush $1,250 

P ro f e s s I o n a l  d e v e l o P m e n t  g r a n t  P ro g r a m
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aceartinc.  $37,200 

alliance chorale manitoba   $3,300  

association of manitoba $8,500
Book Publishers 

Cercle molière $55,000

Crossing Communities $10,000
art Project

dalnavert museum  $8,500
(manitoba Historical society) 

ensemble folklorique  $5,000
de la riviere-rouge 

festival du voyageur $100,000

folk arts Council of winnipeg $100,000 

The Operating Grant program is intended to provide 

ongoing partial support to established arts organiza-

tions that have a continuing presence in Winnipeg 

and a track record of high-quality programming or 

services. It is designed to support a range of activities 

and art forms, reflecting different cultural traditions 

and art practice. Organizations receiving support 

are expected to contribute to the development of 

their art form, to participate in the development of 

local artists, to maintain a reasonable level of public 

support, and to maintain strict management and 

financial controls. 

total applications received 58

total funds requested $3,400,800

total grants awarded 57

total funds awarded $2,905,000

gilbert & sullivan society  $2,000
of winnipeg

groundswell  $10,000

Jazz winnipeg  $30,000

little opera Company $5,000 

manitoba association  $17,000
of Playwrights

manitoba Chamber orchestra $39,500

manitoba Children’s museum $43,000 

manitoba Choral association $12,000

manitoba Conservatory of  $34,500
music & arts 

oPeratIng grant Program
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manitoba museum $43,000 

manitoba opera association   $85,000 

manitoba Printmakers’  $25,000
association 

manitoba theatre Centre  $310,000 

manitoba theatre  $106,500 
for young People

manitoba writers’ guild  $17,000 

mawa  (mentoring artists  $28,000
for women’s art) 

nafro dance Productions  $10,000

national screen Institute  $24,500
- Canada (nsI) 

oseredoK - ukrainian  $8,000
Cultural and educational Centre 

Platform: Centre for  $20,000
Photographic & digital arts 

Plug In Institute  $80,000
of Contemporary art 

Prairie fire Press  $32,000 

Prairie theatre exchange   $110,000 

rainbow stage   $40,000 

royal winnipeg Ballet $310,000 

ruth Cansfield dance Company   $29,000 

school of Contemporary dancers $25,000 

shakespeare in the ruins  $19,000 

storyline fX   $14,500 

theatre Projects manitoba  $35,000 

trIP dance Company  $30,000 

urban shaman:  $35,000
Contemporary aboriginal art 

video Pool media arts Centre  $30,500 

west end Cultural Centre  $28,500 

western Canada  $39,500 
aviation museum 

winnipeg art gallery  $380,000 

winnipeg Centennial  $100,000
folk festival   

winnipeg film group  $40,000 

winnipeg International  $35,000
Children’s festival 

winnipeg International  $22,000
writers festival 

winnipeg Jazz orchestra  $15,000 

winnipeg music festival  $10,000 

winnipeg Philharmonic Choir  $6,000 

winnipeg singers  $12,000 

winnipeg symphony orchestra  $180,000 

winnipeg youth orchestras  $2,500 

winnipeg’s  $27,000
Contemporary dancers   

wJt – winnipeg Jewish theatre $20,000 

o P e r at I n g  g r a n t  P ro g r a m
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To the Members of the Board of the Winnipeg Arts Council Inc.

I have audited the Balance Sheet of Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. as 

at December 31, 2007, and the Statement of Operating Result and 

Change in Net Assets for the year then ended. These financial state-

ments are the responsibility of management. My responsibility is to 

express an opinion on these financial statements based on my audit. 

 

I conducted my audit in accordance with Canadian Generally Accepted 

Auditing Standards. Those standards require that I plan and perform an 

audit to obtain reasonable assurance whether the financial statements 

are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a 

test basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the 

financial statements. An audit also includes assessing the accounting 

principles used and significant estimates by management, as well as 

evaluating the overall financial statement presentation.

 

In my opinion, these financial statements present fairly, in all material  

respects, the financial position of Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. as at 

December 31, 2007, and the results of its operations for the year then 

ended in accordance with Canadian Generally Accepted Accounting 

Principles.

 

 

 

 

 

 

maurice mearon

Chartered Accountant

Winnipeg, Manitoba
15 February 2008

 

a u d I t o r ’s  r e P o r t
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    2007   2006 
           assets      
 Current Assets:       
    Cash  $ 33,824   $ 5,149 
    Term Deposits   1,700,000    1,212,000 
    Grant and Other Receivable   7,621    477,066  
    Goods and Services Tax Rebate   8,224    7,482  
    Accrued Interest   745    38,507 
    Prepaid Expenses   3,542    1,826  
        
    1,753,956    1,742,030  
 Administrative Capital Assets, at cost:       
   Advance on New Space Construction (Note 3)   0    62,653  
   Leasehold Improvements (Note 3)   101,886    0  
   Furnishings and Equipment   25,611    0  
   Computer Hardware   20,516    19,428  
   Telephone Hardware   6,574    5,347  
        
    154,587    87,428  
   less: Accumulated Amortization (Note 4)   (18,684)   (2,762) 
        
    135,903    84,666  
        
   $ 1,889,859   $ 1,826,696  
        
 lIaBIlItIes       
 Current Liabilities:       
    Accounts Payable and Accrued Expenses  $ 15,226   $ 48,995  
    Grant Holdbacks (Note 5)   357,456    572,989  
    Public Art Fund (See Page 38 and Note 6)   1,129,593    889,635  
        
    1,502,275    1,511,619  
        
 net assets       
    Invested in Administrative Capital Assets   135,902    84,666  
    Internally Restricted for Cash Flow Assistance (Note 7)   100,000    100,000  
    Internally Restricted for Municipal Arts and Culture Development (Note 8)   60,615    42,821  
    Internally Restricted for Future Programs   72,667    47,590  
    Internally Restricted for Future Youth Arts Initiatives    18,400    0  
    Internally Restricted for Future Administrative Capital Asset Acquisitions   0    40,000  
    Unrestricted Net Assets   0    0  
     
    387,584    315,077  
    
   $ 1,889,859   $ 1,826,696  

BalanCe sHeet
as at december 31, 2007  (with Comparative figures as at december 31, 2006)

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC. 
(Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)

aPProved on BeHalf of tHe CounCIl

spencer duncanson  Chair, Board of Directors laird rankin  Treasurer
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    2007   2006   
 Revenues:     
    Grants from the City of Winnipeg  $ 4,174,551   $ 3,924,552 
    Interest Income   35,752    42,221 
    Other Income   4,927    2,110 
       
    4,215,230    3,968,883 
 Grants Awarded and Direct Expenses Thereof:      
    Operating Grants   2,905,000    2,671,400  
    Individual Artists Grants (Note 5)   235,643    105,000 
    Project Grants (Note 5)   200,000    133,775 
    Downtown Festivals Grants (Note 5)   186,000    186,000 
    New Creations Grants (Note 5)   113,485    341,862  
    Professional Development Grants    85,000    62,343  
    Youth Arts Initiative Grants (Note 5)   52,000    64,939  
    Carol Shields Winnipeg Book Award   3,750    3,750  
    Jury Honoraria and Expenses   18,119    15,070  
    Translation Services   8,970    10,231  
       
    3,807,967    3,594,370  
 Administrative Expenses:      
    Salaries and Benefits   199,024    128,475 
    Supplies and Other Office Expenses    28,956    16,304  
    Office Rent and Amortization of Leaseholds   26,240    9,758  
    Hospitality and Promotion   16,282    10,507  
    Professional and Consultants Fees   12,661    28,796  
    Professional Development, Memberships, and Conferences   10,088    11,498  
    Telecommunications   4,617    3,351  
    Board and Committee Meetings   4,680    3,190  
    Executive Search   0    31,180  
      
    302,548    243,059  
        
    4,110,515    3,837,429  
         
 Excess of Revenues over Awards and Expenses for the Year   104,715    131,454  
        
 Non-Recurring Grants:      
    Supplemental Operating Grants    0    (130,100)  
    Supplemental Project Grants    0    (34,000)  
    Supplemental Individual Artists Grants   0    (20,000)  
       
    0    (184,100) 
        
 Net Result after Supplemental Grants  $ 104,715   $ (52,646)  
 Unrestricted Net Assets, Beginning of the Year  $ 0   $ 214,840   
         
 Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenses for the Year 104,715      (52,646)  
      add Back: Amortization of Administrative Capital Assets 15,922   120,637    2,762   
         
    120,637    164,956   
         
      Internally Restricted for Municipal Arts and Culture Development   (50,000)   0 
      Internally Restricted for Future Programs    (25,077)   (47,590)  
      Internally Restricted for Future Youth Arts Initiatives   (18,400)   0   
      Internally Restricted for Administrative Capital Assets   0    (40,000)  
        
    27,160    77,366   
      Invested in Administrative Capital Assets:      
           Leasehold Improvements (101,886)     
           less: Construction Advance Applied 62,653       
           Furnishings and Equipment (25,611)     
           Computer Hardware (1,089)     
           Telephone Hardware (1,227)     
           less: Reserve for Future Administrative Capital Assets Applied 40,000   (27,160)   (77,366)
        
      Unrestricted Net Assets, End of the Year  $ 0   $ 0 

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC. 
(Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)

statement of net result and CHanges In net assets
for the year ended december 31, 2007  (with Comparative figures for the year ended december 31, 2006)



38

note 1. 
PurPose of tHe organIZatIon   

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. funds, supports, and 

fosters development of the arts on behalf of the 

people of Winnipeg.   

  

note 2. 
fInanCIal dePendenCy

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is financially depen-

dent upon an annual allocation from the City of  

Winnipeg.  

note 3. 
ConstruCtIon advanCes and  

leaseHold ImProvements

 The Council entered into contracts to renovate 

office space in rented premises for the purpose of 

a new administrative centre. This project was com-

pleted in 2007 after a total expenditure of $101,886. 

These improvements to the leased premises are 

being charged to administrative expenses over the 

life of the lease. In 2007 $6,205 of this expense was 

included in administrative rental costs.    

 

note 4. 
amortIZatIon of fIXed assets

The Computer Hardware is being written off over 

three years from the month of the acquisition of 

each item. The Telephone Hardware is being writ-

ten off over five years from the month of the acqui-

sition of this system. The Furnishings and Office 

Equipment is being written off over ten years from 

the month of the acquisition of each item. In the 

current year $9,716 (2006 – $2,762) of these write-

offs was included in administrative expenses.

  

note 5. 
grant HoldBaCKs

the Council has a policy of holding back a propor-

tion of grants awarded in a year until certain comple-

tion criteria have been satisfied. Furthermore, some 

awards will be disbursed according to a cash-flow 

schedule developed with the agreement of the 

client organizations. Accordingly, this account repre-

sents those award balances which will be disbursed 

in the future according to those guidelines.   

  

The composition of these holdbacks according to 

award category is as follows:     

 New Creations  $ 142,512 

 Project Grants  46,687 

 Downtown Festivals  15,450 

 Individual Artist Grants  100,807 

 Youth Arts Initiative   52,000 

     

  $ 357,456 

notes to tHe fInanCIal statements
for the year ended  december 31, 2007
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note 6. 
PuBlIC art fund 

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. maintains a separate 

fund for the financing of the design and execution 

of particular artworks to be created in public areas 

of the city. This fund is supported by a specified allo-

cation from the City of Winnipeg. Financial support 

to individual artists is awarded on the recommen-

dations of juries selected by the Council.   

  

The commissioning and installation of public art projects 

is a multi-year process. At the year-end, the following 

unexpended balances remain from the original financial 

commitments made by the City of Winnipeg.

Unexpended Commitment

 Artwork for a Major Street  $ 197,000 

 Transit Project  157,224 

 Community Arts Projects  104,164 

 Maison des Artists  114,800 

 Bishop Grandin Greenway   97,500 

 St. Boniface Museum  41,200 

 Public Archives  20,281 

 Assiniboine Park  46,926 

 Playground Project  42,000 

 Redwood Bridge  122,237 

 Public Education Program  15,216 

 Private/Public Collaboration  64,400 

 BIZ Collaboration  9,252 

 

 Public Art Projects in Process  1,032,200 

 Reserved for Public Art Development  97,393   

   

 Total Fund Balance  $ 1,129,593 

     

The City of Winnipeg in 2007 allocated $464,200 

towards the support of both existing and new pro-

jects for public art.      

note 7. 
CasH-flow assIstanCe reserve

This allocation was made in order to provide cash-

flow assistance to client organizations until such 

time as operating grants for their use have been 

received by Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. from the 

City of Winnipeg.

   

note 8. 
munICIPal arts and  

Culture develoPment reserve

This allocation was made to finance future projects 

to engage the overall community in support of the 

arts in the City of Winnipeg. In 2007 $33,661 was 

expended on an major promotional event and on 

cultural mapping.   

note 9. 
lease CommItment

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. has entered into a lease 

agreement at an annual cost of $35,464 until March 

of the year 2012, after which this amount will be 

subject to an escalation until the year 2017, at which 

time the lease expires.

   

note 10. 
ProvIsIon for InCome taXes 

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. was incorporated as a 

Not-for-Profit Organization and, as such, no provi-

sion has been made in these financial statements 

for income taxes.

  

note 11. 
dIreCtors’ remuneratIon

Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is governed by a volun-

teer board of directors, who receive no remuneration  

for their services.     

WINNIPEG ARTS COUNCIL INC. 
(Incorporated under the Laws of Manitoba)
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    2007  2006 
     
 Unexpended Fund Balance, Beginning of the Year  $ 889,635 $ 555,898 
 
 Increase In Fund Balance:   
      Grants from the City of Winnipeg   464,200  471,100 
      Interest Income   21,168  19,154 
       
    485,368   490,254 
       
 Decrease In Fund Balance:   
      Artists’ Fees   140,583  67,600 
      Jury Honoraria and Expenses   10,832  3,863 
      Artists’ Proposal Honoraria   10,162  0 
      Artist Legal Agreements   4,380  13,609 
      Public Art Promotion   3,599  2,364 
      Candidates’ Interview Expenses   2,277  0 
      Public Art Workshop for Artists   0  783 
      Administration    73,577  68,298 
       
    245,410  156,517 
       
 Net Increase for the Year   239,958   333,737 
       
 Unexpended Fund Balance, End of the Year  $ 1,129,593 $ 889,635 
       
       

sCHedule of ContInuIty of tHe PuBlIC art fund
for the year ended december 31, 2007 (with Comparative figures for the year ended december 31, 2006)
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Board of dIreCtors

CHAIR

Spencer Duncanson

VICE CHAIR

Dr. Moti Shojania

SECRETARY/TREASURER

Laird Rankin

ARTS COMMUNITY DIRECTORS

Rick Chafe (from September 2007)

Shawna Dempsey 

Carman Johnston 

Jolyne Jolicoeur

Guy Joubert (until August 2007)

Naomi Levine (until August 2007)

Vonnie Von Helmolt (from September 2007)

COUNCIL DIRECTORS

Heather Cram

Yude Henteleff (from February 2007)

Sharon Lancaster

Marlene Stern (from February 2007) 

Faye Thomson

DIRECTOR-AT-LARGE

Errol Ranville

CITY COUNCIL REPRESENTATIVES

Councillor Harvey Smith  voting 

Caroline Neufeld  non-voting

PuBlIC art CommIttee

Heather Cram  Chair

Gerard Allard

Dr. Oliver Botar (until January 2007)

Patricia E. Bovey (until January 2007)

Lee Caldwell (from October 2007)

Robert Epp

Christina Harris

Diane Himbeault (until September 2007)

Molly Johnson

David Owen Lucas

Sandee Moore 

Mary Reid

Marlene Stern (from July 2007)

staff
Carol A. Phillips  Executive Director 

tamara rae biebrich  Program Officer

cam bush  Administrative Assistant

Tanya Christensen  Financial Administrator

Tricia Wasney  Manager, Public Art

CONSULTANTS & TERM STAFF

Carole Freynet-Gagné  Translator

Karen McElrea  Copy Editor, Annual Report

Maurice Mearon  Auditor

Stephanie Whitehouse  Project Leader,     

    Cultural Map of Winnipeg

assessment
All applications to all Winnipeg Arts Coun-

cil Grant Programs are assessed against 

program criteria and guidelines by a panel 

of qualified persons. Panel members are 

selected to reflect the range of artistic 

expression represented by the applicants.

ARTS GRANTS ASSESSORS 
& PUBLIC ART ASSESSORS

Cecilia Araneda

Andrew Balfour

Jody Baltessan

Pierrette Boily

Patricia Bovey

Ardith Boxall

Per Brask

Joanne Bristol

Shirley Brown

Lee Caldwell

Ruth Cansfield

Toby Chase

Kenlyn Collins

Colleen Cutschall

Leah Decter

Rosanna Deerchild

Mariette DeGagne

Larry Desrochers

Charlene Diehl

Jess Dixon

Daniel Ellingsen

Victor Enns

Cliff Eyland

Mary Ferguson

Kate Ferris

Gordon Fitzell

Jeff Frank

Jennifer Gibson

Jason Granger

Perry Grosshans

Grant Guy

Garry Hilderman

Barry Hillman

Richard Holden

Simon Hughes

Catherine Hunter

Amy Karlinsky

Val Klassen

Dan Lussier

James Manishen

Steven Matijcio

Chandra Mayor

J.J. Kegan McFadden

Bruce McManus

Rita Menzies

Stephanie Middaugh

Maurice Mierau

Lorri Millan

Bernie Miller

Sandee Moore

Michael Nathanson

Barbara Nepinak

Freya Olafson

Lorne Olson

Douglas Peever

David Penner

Gaile Petursson-Hiley

Marjorie Poor

Holly Procktor

Neal Rempel

Dominique Reynolds

Linda Ring

Brendon Sawatzky

Jordan van Sewell

Bertram Schneider

Jeff Solylo

Earl Stafford

Patti Sullivan

Anders Swanson

Mia van Leeuwen

Caelum Vatnsdal

Diane Whitehouse

WINNIPEG ARTS 
COUNCIL AWARDS JURY

Norma Bailey

Shawna Dempsey

Curtis Jonnie

Cherry Karpyshin

André Lewis

Caroline Neufeld
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mandate

The Winnipeg Arts Council Inc. is an arm’s-length 

agency of the City of Winnipeg. The mandate of the 

Winnipeg Arts Council, as directed by City Council, 

is as follows:

n managing and carrying out the City’s arts and cultural 

funding programs, exercising final arm’s-length 

authority to approve and issue cultural grants

n presenting for approval to the standing Policy 

Committee on Protection and Community services 

a three-year arts and Culture Business Plan to be 

adopted on an annual basis

n managing a conditional grant from the City 

 designated to fund the approved programs

n advising the City on cultural policy

n exploring partnerships and initiatives with other 

funding bodies, foundations and other groups

n managing and administering the City’s  

Public art Policy and Program

mIssIon 

The Winnipeg Arts Council funds, supports, and 

fosters development of the arts on behalf of the 

people of Winnipeg.

vIsIon

Winnipeg is a creative city, where art is integrated 

into all people’s lives. All people have access to the 

arts, are able to participate in the arts, and value and 

are enriched by the arts.

values

n	 the arts are essential to a vibrant  

and healthy community

n artistic excellence and diversity of  

expression are imperative

n grant making is based on a fair and  

equitable process of peer assessment

n Integrity, transparency, accountability  

and ethical practice is mandatory





WINNIPEG ARTS  COUNCIL

103-110 Princess Street 

Winnipeg, MB  R3B 1K7

T  204.943.7668    

F  204.942.8669    

E  info@winnipegarts.ca

W  www.winnipegarts.ca


